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Shots Fired on Gun·Control 
Annie Zavitz /Assistant Editorials On Oct. 1• a 26- ydrr- old man opened 

I ' fire on a community college campus in Rose-
- burg, Ore.R The shooter, Chris Mercer, killed 10 people and wounded seven. 

According to CNN, Mercer's mother had made posts online, indicating that Mercer 
had a developmental disorder. One mentioned having a son with a disorder on the au
tism spectrum. Posts also showed that the family was very pro-gun rights. 

Sadly, news of another shooting is not all that surprising. 
This shooting was only the most recent of a number of mass shootings in the United 

States. Recently, the State University of New York "counted 166 mass shootings in the 
U.S. and 13 other countries between 2000-14:' The results showed that 133 of the mass 
shootings took place in the U.S.; the next highest number was six6 in Germany. 

Even President Obama admits that this shooting, and others, could have been pre
vented. One solution would be to educate people on mental illnesses. One in five adults 
experience a mental illness in a given year, according to the National Alliance on Mental 
Health, and more than 90% of children who die by suicide have a mental health condi
tion. In addition, the United States loses $193 billion eve.ry year due to mental illness. 

If you were to ask someone about mental illnesses and mass shootings, theya likely 
list a mass shooting committed by someone with a mental illness. 

It's not fair to say that everyone with a mental illness is crazy and people with mental 
illnesses shouldn't be stereotyped by violence, either, simply because that's the only thing 
the news seems to talk about when there is a mass shooting, but it also isn't fair to ignore _ 
mental illness, like so many people do due to fear or lack of belief. Especially when it's so 
prevalent in the U.S. today. There is a wide variety of mental illnesses, and many of them 
land on spectrums, rather than having distinctive qualities.definitive definitions. 

The truth is that mental illnesses are becoming more common, and shouldn't be seen 
as taboo when they affect so many people. Most are caused by chemical imbalances in 
the brain, which cause changes in behavior and emotions, among other things. 

Another issue that arises with the topic of mental illness, is thate fact that many peo
ple romanticize it. Many people use the term "depressed;' as a substitute for sad or "Ii'm 
having a bad day." However, many of these people may not have depression, and by ex
pressing that they are "so depressed today;' it erases the identities of those who do have 
depression and invalidates their mental illness. Therefore, more are unlikely to believe 
someone who may think that they genuinely have depression, and if their suspicions are 
correct, their depression could easily worsen and possibly even lead to suicide. 

It's also very important to remember that many individuals with a mental illness are 
more likely to hurt themselves, rather than others. Teaching citizens about every aspect 
of mental illnesses is important as well. 

With more education comes more prevention. Not only could it help those with men
tal illness, it could also create awareness, which would eventually lead to more in-depth 
background checks on those looking to get a gun or gun permit. This would limit access 
to guns, for people with mental disorders. It's also important to take into account that 
mental illness isn't always the best indicator, however it does help. 

Articles have been published stating that mental illness is not the true reason for 
these mass shootings and that it's actually due to racism, hatred, and terrorism. Many 
Americans can be described as racist, however it's the most often the mental illness that 
causes these mass murderers to become more angry and more likely to act out on their 
feelings. 

Mental illnesses are-not something to be afraid of, nor are they something to ignore. 
They are real illnesses that are more common than one might think, and they need more 
attentio_n, They need the right kind of attention. 

Grant Porter /staff Writer 
When on a social niedia site 

scrolling through a feed or going 
through a news site in America, 

chances are that there ~ be news on the most recent of many school 
shootings in recent years. This problem is partially due to the Ameriqm 
tradition that as a people we should be able to walk into a sportsman's store 
and purchase a assault rifle and stick a magazine on it that can hold enough 
bullets to fight the full might of the Soviet Union, You can even buy assault 
rifles at Walmart for god's sake. 

In our home state of Montana you don't even have to have a permit to 
purchase a rifle or shotgun, a background check is however required but in 
most of the shootings that happen in America these people have no priors 
and are easily able to obtain an extremely lethal weapon capable of killing 
droves of people. 

One reason that there l.s not harsher gun laws in America is that even 
with all the evidence that is a necessity at this point, there is the age old idea 
that we as the citizen should have the right to bear arms to combat threats 
against our home and state. This ideology is outdated however, because first 
of all, living in a democracy we have the power to elect officials who will not 
sic our own military on us. Another is that if there is a threat to our country 
then it is very possible to join the military who will provide training, weap
ons and all the means to protect the country. 

In the most recent shooting at Umpqua com~unity college in Roseburg, 
Oregon investigators found six guns owned by the shooter at the school and 
eight at the shooter's home. Nobody needs 14 guns unless they are collect
ing antiques, and the sheer amount of firearms the shooter was allowed to 
purchase is living proof of a failure of the government to regulate such a 
dangerous problem. 

Th~ problem goes back to the very roots of the country itself, the 2nd 
Amendment of the Constitution. When our founding fathers wrote the con
stitution they weren't thinking that we would have automatic assault rifles, 
they were just worried about protecting young country from the British. 
There are no British hammering at our gates anymore, and we are also no 
longer using a musket that takes minutes to reload and fire. 

In the holy Quran the sword verse talks about protecting the Muslim 
faith, but it says nothing about killing any westerner that pokes his face into 
Mghanistan like extremists do. The 2ndAmendment talks about protect
ing the country through the right to bear arms, but there is no need for the 
average citizen to protec! our borders anymore. So when people cite the 2nd 
Amendment in arguments about gim control they are citing a document 
that is hundreds of years old and no longer holds any pertinence in modern 
society. The problem won't stop until there is significant change in the laws 
governing firearms, until then all we can do is hunker down and hope for 
the best. 


