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For most Hellgate students, graduation doesn't necessarily-mean the end of their schooling, but rather a passage 
to a new form of schooling. Not all, but many students will be attending a college or university of some kind after 
they receiv~ their high school diploma. Some will take gap years, some will go into the Job Corps, some will join the 
Rainbow Family, but the majority of this year's seniors will be applying to colleges in the late fall or early winter. 
It's hard to get into college, and even harder deciding where you'd like to attend school. The variables for where one 
should go to college are different for each individual. Going to college is essentially the grace period between child
hood and adulthood, in that you aren't quite on your own just yet, with teachers for guidance and dorms for shelter, 
but you're no longer .completely under your parent's wing, as they can no longer tell you when to go to bed (in most 
cases). Here I've broken down the college commitment into three different categories. These categories are gener-
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AcademiCS are an important part of any college, but more often than not, they seem to be the tiebreaker when it comes to commitment. The obvious 

academic colleges such as the Ivy League, or University of California (UC) schools are usually above average in most majors, but that doesn't mean they're always the 
best option. If a person has a fairly good idea of what major they'd like to go into, they can specialize their search for colleges more easily. While Harvard or Princeton 
might have the most prestige, there may be an option out there that has a better program. For instance: if one wanted to become a physical therapist, the University of 
Delaware has a top-five PT program nationwide, while there are no Ivy League Schools that even graze the top ten. If you know the general area you'd like to go into, 
there is usually a school that takes pride in that specific field, and is well known for it. 

Howeve~, if a person doesn't know exactly what they'd like to go into, and they aren't exactly looking to go Ivy League, there are plenty of esteemed colleges across 
the board. Look at smaller colleges, as smaller class size can be beneficial to education as students will be able to form a more personal bond with their teachers. Check 
and see if the college you're looking at has a graduate school because many times there is a trickle down effect in education quality from the graduate level to the under
graduate level. 

Location is a key element of almost. all college decisions. Some people want to move away from home, some want to stay close, some want to take the 
• opportunity to move to a part of the country they've always enjoyed. Any way you cut it there are a multitude of options. For those hoping to stay close to home, there 

are many in-state schools, with the clear choices of the University of Montana and Montana State University, but applicants looking to stay near Missoula should also 
look at Carroll College, Montana Western, and University of Great Falls. There are lots of out of state options that are within four hours of Missoula too, including 
Washington State, Idaho State, and Gonzaga. 

For those looking to get away from Montana, look all across the country, not just at one particular spot. The Midwest United States offer some unique cities and 
towns that can't be found in more densely populated regions, while California and the East Coast have a college in every other town. creating a special kind of youth 
culture. One thing in particular to be conscious of is the size of the town or city your college is located in. Some people like cities, others like towns. If you're a person 
who can't stand traffic, or crowded places, don't go to college in a city. If you're a person who can't stand choosing from the same six places to eat every week, look for 
a city. College is four years for just about everybody, and it's best if those years are spent in a place that is enjoyable. 

Cost of tuition is one of the major pitfalls of college, but what a lot of people forget to account for is that the cost of tuition isn't what it costs to go to college, 
tuition is just to go to classes. There are still the costs of room, board, textbooks, and leisure. All of these can be cut down on in some way, shape, or form, but they still 
exist. When researching colleges, look up the total price of each school, not just the tuition price. 

· There are always ways to cut down on the costs of college. Scholarships aren't just for athletes and academic prodigies. Many people can qualify for more obscure 
scholarships, as long as they do the right amount of research and find the correct kind. An example of a kind of scholarship that isn't based in academics or athletics is 
the University of Oregon's Diversity Scholarship, which is given out to students who come from diverse backgrounds. Scholarships are colleges' way of luring well 
rounded, quality people, so there are plenty of opportunities out there. One way of finding out if you qualify for financial aid is by talking to your parents, and getting a 
Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) account. FAFSA is a part of college applications that your parents have to fill out. It determines whether or not you 
qualify for standard financial aid, and gives you a payment plan for tuition. 

- Overall, college is a great unknown to most applicants. One can try to make the best fit with his or her college, but that doesn't always happen. Most of the time 
people are fairly happy with their chosen university, but on occasion, there are mistakes made. There's always the potential to transfer if the situation is truly awful, but 
if that step can be avoided, it should be. As has been repeated on nearly each one of my college tours, it's most important to go with the gut when it comes down to it. 
Whatever feels truly right, most likely is. · 


