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14 Sports 
Who's For Real? 

Nick Hanser/ Staff Writer 

With just over one~third of the National Football 
League's season over, many teams are experiencing an 
unusUal record both good and bad. A number of teams 
that have had good records in past years are proving to 
continue that trend while some teams that excelled last 
year are having much worse seasons than they probably 
anticipated. In almost every division of the NFL there 
is one team that leads by a great margin or is com
pletely undefeated. Those teams are; the New England 
Patriots ofthe_AFC East, the Cincinnati Bengals ofthe 
AFC North, the Denver Broncos of the AFC West, the 
Green Bay Packers of the NFC North, and the Carolina 
Panthers of the NFC South. Though for all of these 
teams, holding the top spot in their division is not not a 
new feeling. By the end of the regular season, all of the 
aforementioned teams held the first or second spot in 
their respective divisions. -

. 
The Super Bowl is still many months away, but with 

the defending champion New England Patriots starting 
the season undefeated, they are all but a shoe-in to make 
the playoffs. While the losers of the 2015 Super Bowl, 
the Seattle Seahawks, are having an unusual start to the 
season with a losing record of3-4. Other teams that did 
well last year have gotten off to rather rocky starts, like 
the Dallas Cowboys (2-4), who won the NFC East last 
year and went to the playoffs. Though it is still too early 
in the season to judge, it's evident which teams have the 
potential to advance to the postseason and those who 
can expect to see their season end a little earlier than 
expected. 

There are a multitude of reasons why a team can fall 
into despair; bad coaching, unnecessary penalties, and 
injuries are just a few. There were many early season 
injuries this season that took teams' starters and play-

makers out for much of the season, thus damaging part _ 
of their overall performance. Many injuries only take a 
player ~ut for one or two games; but those games that 
they miss can have a serious effect on the team finther 
down the line with a loss that can be blamed on injuries. 

There are many regular season games left in 2015, 
and to make predictions this soon would represent rather 
premature and unfounded speculation. Those teams with 
a rocky start to the season still have enough time to turn 
their records around and make it into the postseason. 
With returning injured players, many organizations will 
return to their normal starting lineup and will be able to 
play under normal circumstances. It will be interesting 
to see how teams who've started out undefeated will fare 
for the rest of the _ regular season, and if any of them will 
end up hoisting the Lombar~i Trophy at the end of the 
year. 

Take the Curl for a Whirl 
Ari Aagaard-Shively /Assistant Sports Editor _ . . . 

This fall and winter, many high school sports will become a topic of con versa· I suppose, bigger, stronger, faster, or j_ust generally. better than other people. So you 
tion. Volleyball and soccer are h~ading to their state totirnaments, cross country can do it just through hard work, talent, and strategy as well. _! think that makes it 
is 'finished, and the basketball season starts anew. But there are niore sports than a little bit different than other sports." 
meet the eye. One sport you may not have heard of? Curling. You may be wonder- If you're interested in curling with Hellgate, and maybe rounding up some 
ing: What is curling? To find out, we asked senior Aaron Palen, the Skipper of friends and making your own team, talk to Ms. Young, who is also a Missoula Curl· 
Hellgate's varsity team. · ing Club board member. 

"It's a wintertime sport that involves ice, stones, and sweeping," said Palen. In After all, who doesn't love curling? 
Curling, two teams take turns throwing rocks, or 'stones' down a 'sheet' of ice, kind 
of like shuffleboard. Palen's position, the Skipper, stands at one end and calls the . 
shots, while sweepers sweep the ice in front of the stone to melt the ice and create a 
micro layer of water; this can make the storie go faster and/or straighter. It sounds 

-a little complicated, but it's really very simple. 
"My favorite part about curling? Uh, I don't know, probably the combination of 

strategy and skill. I think it's a nice balance," Palen said. "I would absolutely rec· 
ommend curling: It's an extremely easy thing to learn, there are loads of different 
skill levels, even if you're kind of awful, you can still beat some people and have a 
fun time. It's fun regardless of how good you are." 

Hellgate's Curling club is organized through Ms. Young, who grew up curling 
in Canada. However, unlike other winter high school sports, curling isn't played 
between s~hools. Rather, the teams are registered with the Missoula Curling Club, 
something that anyone can join, provided they can pull a team together. Hellgate's 
teams have competed against a variety of opponents, from a platoon of 6'5" bearded 
men, to a rag·tag squadron of gentle senior citizens, all of whom are more· than 
happy to give pointers and have a friendly, competitive match. _ 

"There are like, ridiculously tall, ridiculously ripped people, but most people 
that are exceUent curlers aren't just, Ii.ke, NFL players," Palen said. "You can be, 
like, really good at it, but you don't have to be, you know, good at it because you're, 


