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Great Falls Gambit: Student 
Threatens Shooting 
Nick Hanser/ Stoff Writer 

School shootings are always a threat 
within school systems. The students and staff 
of Great Falls High School witnessed this 
fact all too clearly late Oct. 7. Junior Brock 
Doty had sent a series of texts to a friend late 
Wednesday foretelling his plans of bringing a 
hunting rifle to school the Monday after their 
crosstown football and open fire on students 
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and staff. Among the text messages was a 
picture of a hunting rifle that Doty planned 
on using when carrying out his plan. His · 
friend immediately went to the local Police 
and informed them of Doty's plans. Shortly 
after, Great Falls Police arrived at Doty's · 

. house and searched the premises for weap-
ons and to take the 17 -year-old into custody. 
He later confessed to sending the te~ts, but 
told that he didn't actually intend to act on 
these thoughts. · 

Authorities in the area were left with no 
other choice than to take the threat as seri
ously as possible so as to prevent a potential 
disaster. School shootings are becoming 
increasingly prevalent in the United States 
with 152 shootings since 2013, This alarming 
statistic makes the idea of a school shooting 

something that could happen anywhere and 
at at any time, even in a small city in Mon
tana. Not only would this have been a disas
ter with lives being lost, but would have also 
made many students and parents lose the 
sense·of security that they have built up. · 

Doty's bail was set at $10,000, and was me 
allowing the release of the minor. Doty was 
being held at the Great Falls Juvenile Deten
tion Center until Saturday, Oct. 12. While 
in custody Doty was questioned by authori
ties as to the circumstances of the incident 
from his point of view. Doty explained that 
he sometimes acts without thinking, and 
that this was perfect example. Hollow threat 
or not, the Great Falls Police did find and 
confiscate three hunting rifles from Doty's 
room .. The police said that due to the-fact tha 
Doty is a minor, he should not have-unsuper
vised possession of such weapons and.that 
his mother, Carrie Doty, should restrict and 
monitor his access. 
. Most school shootings are done by a 
student with a premeditated plan of action. 
Most of these st~dents typically go through 
some sort of loss and can't cope with it well. 
Though Doty's motives for having such 
thoughts are unclear, they were premeditated 
nonetheless. If a person has admitted to hav
ing a plan to conduct such actions and has 
identified survivors, then they are to handled 
with extreme caution and thought of as a 
threat. Doty will be held accountable for his 
actions seeing as there was enough evidence 
to convict him for the. allegations. Doty will 
most likely be charged as an adult for felony 
intimidation and, depending on the ruling of 
the judge, may have to serve time in the state 
penitentiary. 
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