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October 21st marked the fifth annual meeting of the Global Commis
sion on Drug Policy (GCDP). The GCDP is an organization headed by 22 
former heads of state or other internationally recognized figures. Com
missioners like former U.N. Secretary General Kofi {\nnan, former U.S. 
Secretary of State George Shultz, and entrepreneur Richard Branson are 
some of the outspoken figures who describe their mission as "Bringing to 
the international level im informed, science based discussion about hu
mane and effective ways to reduce the harm caused by drugs to people and 
societies." 

QUESTIONS: 
1. Do you think that narcotics (drugs) are a threat to 
national security? 
2. Do you think the War on Drugs has been successful/ 
unsuccessful? Why? 
3. Do you think decriminalizing drugs is a good idea? 
What do you think should be done? 

1. Very much so, if used in the wrong way. But drugs can save 
lives, and should be given to only people who can use them 
safely. 
2. I think so far the government has been unsuccessful. I be
lieve this is because drug control can be an overviewed topic. 
Drugs are very powerful. They can make or break someone's 
life. 
3. I think background checks should be done thoroughly to 
reassure the safety of the person and the people who surround 
them. Drugs, if used right, have saved thousands of lives and 
are truly amazing. 

Burke Mcgowan-Freshman 

1. Depending on the amount of people using them, yes. 
Right now only about 30 percent of the population uses 
drugs. If 50 percent of the nation or more started using 
drugs, our country would become more dangerous. 
2. There are still a lot of people using drugs so it's been 
mostly unsuccessful. It may have helped a little but not 
much. 
3. Marijuana should be eliminated recreationally. It 
should be used for medical use only and grown in safe 
and secure environments. 

Sir Richard Branson also was responsible for the leaking of a document 
by United Nations Office for Drugs and Crime (UNODC) that discussed the 
"failure of the war on drugs" for an upcoming convention in Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia. Branson's document correlates with his outspoken declaration of 
the failure of the _war on drugs. Most notably, he said, "At least one govern
ment is putting.an inordinate·amount of pressure on the UNODC. Let us 
h-ope the UNO DC, a global organization that is part of the United Nations 
(UN) and supposed to do what is right for the people of the world, does not 
do a remarkable volte-face at the last possible moment and bow to pressure 
by not going ahead with this important move." 

l.Yes because they help raise money for 
organized crime. 
2. It has not been successful at all. We've 
spent billions of dollars fighting drugs, but 
there are still drugs all over the country. 
3. Legalizing safe drugs would bring huge 
benefits for the economy. 

1. No. It depends, but the actual usage of drugs and addic
tion I don't think is a threat to national security at all. 
2. Totally unsuccessful. We spent like a deficit of $3 billion 
to stop drug production elsewhere. And then there was 
D.A.R.E. (Drug Abuse Resistance Education), which was 
the biggest mess ever. Just because the Ninja Turtles are 
telling you to eat pizza and not do drugs doesn't mean 
you're not going to do them. And now we have, I don't 
even know, Montana Meth Project? 
3. I think we should legalize it and tax it all. It's an 
untapped economic resource for us. Also, if you legalize 
drugs, the drug use actually goes down. If it is a big issue 

Jorunn Loken-Senior causing strife, decriminalization is not a bad option. 

1. To a degree but there are much bigger 
threats to the nation than that. 
2. Not at all especially when you look at the 
fact that we have more people in prison than 

. any other nation and drug use/drug sales 
have not changed at all. 
3. There's a movement for less violent drug 
offenses to equal less jail time. I think that's 
a much better and cheaper alternative. 
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