
ABr1dge to uccess 
Donal Lakatua j News Editor With the end of the first academic semester 

on the horizon, life after high school edges 
closer and closer. For some it means getting a job, going to Europe or going to 
college. For some students here at Hellgate, college is anxiety or excitement, 
and obligation or a passion. And for Preston Novak and Rory Anderson, it's a 
guarantee. 
Preston and Rory are two students who have applied and been become finalists 
in the QuestBridge scholarship program. 

"Questbridge gives scholarships to 21 partner 
colleges, so all the ivy leagues are included in 
that. They look at your academic history and 
different extracurriculars that you've done:Right 
now I'm a questbridge finalist which means that 
if i get accepted to any of the schools i 've se
lected, I get a full ride." Says Novak. "Tuition, 
room & board, all expenses paid for. Questbridge 
is a program that matches up low income fami
lies with education and everything they need to 
go to Ivy League schools." says Anderson. The 
QuestBridge org~nization prides itself on its mis
sion, low income have 

access to the education they deserve. 
But what does it take to qualify to be a 
QuestBridge Finalist? 
"My involvement with Advanced 
Problems in Science has definitely 
helped a lot. I've been working at a 
at the University for over two years 
now, I have a paper published in a 
peer-reviewed journal, so .that definite
ly was a big help." says Novak. 

. . . . . "I signed myself up for a bunch of 
F1nahst Preston Novak stops for an 1nterv1ew. 
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1 rea y ar c asses, e Honors Preca -
culus, Block, APS, and it prepared me for all of the challenges that the applica
tion gave me, as well as all my extracurriculars." adds Anderson. 
The APS program at Hellgate has historically won many state fairs, and both 
finalists cite their involvement in the program as a key to their success in the 
program. But now what? Where do they go? 
"If we're selected as a finalist, we get to rank a bunch of colleges and if we get 

matched up with any of them, that means we get to go there completely paid for. 
I only applied to Stanford, but I have several backup schools." Says Anderson. 
"I selected Princeton, Brown and Stanford." Says Novak "But I the chances of 
getting accepted ~e way higher if you're a finalist." With the first quarter over, 
we inch closer and closer to graduation., The two finalists have represented Hell
gate's scientific community wonderfully, and with praise from their teachers, 
they have their paths laid before them. 
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· · · / . . Overpopulation has been a large problem 
Evan Kalm / Ass1stant News Ed1tor in the world for the. last fifty years. In the 

summer of 2015 it was estimated our world 
population was about 7.3 billion people. Out of all those people, 1.4 billion of 
them live in China, making it the most populated country in the world. 

Since 1979, China has had a law in place allowing only one child per 
family. However, due to fears of an elderly population not being able to keep 
up the economic growth China has achieved in recent years, and also due to 
the gender ratio being thrown off in 
country since so many families wanted 
a son during the one-child policy era, 
China recently passed a new law allow
ing for two children per family. 

. Chinese officials have credited the 
one child policy with preventing 400 
million births and allowing the country 
to have a large economic increase over 
the last 35 years. 

Economically since the policy China 
has seen major increases. They went 
from being a dirt poor country in the 
1970s to the second largest economy 
in 2015. Not all of this incredible 

ese are now 
allowed siblings without taxation. 
(Photo courtesy of the Population 
Research Foundation) 

economic rise can be credited simply to the one child policy, however there's 
lots of research showing that poverty and overpopulation tend to go hand 
in hand. Many believe that even with the new law a lot of Chinese people 
especially in urbanized areas will continue having only one child. Just like 
in the west more children can be very expensive and time consuming. 

Many people in the west saw the one child policy as immoral, inhumane 
and wrong. Those who violated the one child policy were forced by the gov
ernment into abortions or sterilizations. They would also receive penalties 
such as harsh fines, harassment by the government, and in some cases loss 
of jobs. 

Many also believe that the societal impact of the one child policy has 
been the strongest. Children born over the last 35 years all have no sib
lings. The diversity of China's population is slightly decreased. A very_ well 
known Chinese blogger, He Caitou posted on his blog "A sigh of relief. In 
my lifetime, I don't have to witness the disappearance of words like 'broth
er,' 'sister,' 'aunt' and 'uncle' from the Chinese language." The idea of grow
ing up with Aunts and Uncles seems like a myth to the average American, 
but it China the generation of the last 35 years experienced it, and it will be 
interesting to see how if at all it affects them. 

China will still need to control its population growth, the government 
will encourage later marriages and longer gaps between births of the two 
children. One of the many goals js to have a less distorted ratio between 
boys and girls (about 116 boys born for every 100 girls). The two child policy 
may help this as many Chinese parents would put girls up for adoption in , 
hopes of their one child being a boy. 

Only time will tell how China's new two child policy will affect the coun
try as a whole. With China being a rising power all the eyes in the world 
will be watching to see if they can continue economic success and popula
tion control. 


