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16 Sports 
Mamba Out 

Chase Koenig / Sport~ Editor 

It's the end of an era. Come the end of this NBA season, Kobe is panging up his 
purple jersey and gold, signature low·top nikes for the last time. On Nov. 29, Kobe 
Bean Bryant, the Black Mamba, the Vino, penned an official announcement before 
a home matchup with the Indiana Pacers announcing his retirement at the end of 
the 2015·2016 season. 

Kobe has been in the league for over half of his life, 20 years, and all the while 
wearing the Lakers purple and gold. In his 20 years, he has acquired five champi· 
onships, 17 All-Star bids, two Olympic gold medals, an award for MVP, over 30,000 
points, and a place among; the elite of basketball history. 

He's an icon--the closest thing to Michael Jordan the world has ever seen. Not 
just in his stats, but in his .passion for the game, his grit and grind, his fourth quar
ter performances, and his step·on·your-throat·to·win mentality. 

Some of the younger NBA fans may not appreciate Kobe for what he really was. 
In his past three seasons he's been injured, inefficient, and on a losing team, but 
the Kobe of old is not one to forget. 

There are so many legendary Kobe stories. There was his 81 point performance 
against the Toronto Raptors, when he couldn't miss from the three point line. His 
Game 7 performance against the Boston Celtics in the 2008 NBA Finals, when he 
couldn't make a shot ..... 
to save his life, so he out-rebounded, and out-assisted any other player on the floor 

to will his team to a championship. His torn achilles tendon, when he literally tore 
through a tendon in his heel attacking the rim against the Golden State Warriors, 
pushed it back into place, continued playing, and once it slipped back out of place, 
limped to the free throw line to score two more points, and then left the arena 
unassisted. 

To put it simply~ without any stories, Kobe g9t buckets. 
He did work in the paint. His back-to-the-basket game was unparalleled among 

guards in the NBA, and still is. He was a player who didn't need an opening to 
make a shot, he just needed space. There is no end to the highlights where Bryant 
drains a fadeaway jumper with a hand in his face. He had a vengeance for the rim. 
Bryant would dunk the ball so thunderously, he'd often come down from his leap on 
his back, and slide for several feet after impact with the court. 

All this aside, it's time for Kobe to retire. Kobe is done. His legs are gone, and the 
game qfbasketball is too fast for him._ He's taking shots that he needs to elevate in 
order to make, and he's missing them all becaus.e he's gotten too old to contort his 
body correctly. His. shooting percentage and efficiency rating have suffered drasti· 
cally, and his. contributions on the court have become more negative than positive. 
It's time for the Mamba to go, but that doesn't make things. any less sad. 

Players like Kobe Bryant come around once in a lifetime. Kobe's departure from 
the NBA marks the beginning of the end of an era, when players like Tim Duncan, 
Dirk Nowitzki, Kevin Garnett, and Paul Pierce begin their respective departures.. 
At the end of the day, Kobe changed the game of bas.ketball more than any of them. 
If you want proof, look at a playground basketball game as a kid launches an off balance 
shot that somehow hits the back of the net, and listen for the call of cocky victory .. . 
"Kobe!" 
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Wrestling may seem like nothing more than two half 
naked boys rolling around on a mat, but for the Hellgate 
Knights Wrestling team, it's much more. "Wrestling has 
taught me to work hard and never quit. It's the toughest 
sport, both physically and mentally, but what you can 
achieve through the hard work is just incredible," said 
Drake Pruitt, a senior on the team. 

The Knights will be under the leadership of head 
coach Josh Sessums. It's his fourth year coaching the 
team. They look to improve on last season, where only 
three wrestlers went to state (Asa Hoerner, Shawn Olson 
and Caden Sant). The Knights are a more experienced 
team this year with five returning seniors. Both Olson and 
Hoerner return to ihe team along with last seasons team 
leader in escapes, l;"lrady Needles, and last years tea_m 
leader in takedowns, Reese Robinson. "This year we 
should take ten guys to state," said Needles. "We have the 
talent to do it now, we just need to put in the hard work." 

"Wrestling is not like other sports where you just 
have players. In wrestling, it's a family. Everyone wants 
to be the best and that's what drives the sport," said Ken 
Woods, a junior on the team. n individual sports, athletes 
can get very selfish and the way the team plays doesn't 
matter to them--only how they individually perform. 

However, for the Hellgate wrestlers it's the exact oppo
site. Winning individually is not enough, the team must 
perform well in order for there to be a successful tour
nament or dual. "It's a team sport because everyone is 
pushing to see the team succeed: That's measured on how 
we do in duals and tournaments. It's an individual sport 
because when you step on the mat it's only you and your 
opponent, but you're not competing for yourself, you're 
competing for the team," said Woods. 

This sense of family is strong throughout the team. 
here are team goals, such as qualifying 1 0 to 15 wrestlers 
to state or winning a duel, but there are also individual 
goals, like leading the state in takedowns and escapes or 
placing in every tournament. But more than any team or 
ihdividual goals, wrestling has taught things like loyalty, 
strong work ethic and brotherhood to team members. 
"Wrestling has motivated me to work harder in every
thing I do. Not just on the mat but in the classroom and 
at home. You have to give 100 percent 100 percent ofthe 
time," said Pruitt 

"There is one quote that truly defines wrestling," 
Woods explained. "I weigh 140 pounds, you weigh 140 
pounds,e kn9w the exact same moves, we've trained the 
most, but who trained the most when nobody was watch-

. ' 

ing? That's the guy who's going to squeeze out of a three 
to two win." 

Hard work is what the wrestlers put in and hard work 
is what they take out. The Hellgate wrestlers practice 
every day after school, two hours of practice including 
one on ones, and endless conditioning,ut in the end it's all 
worth it. "I love the feeling of winning a tough match," 
said Needles "There's nothing like it in the world." 

The Knights had their first tournament on Dec. 5. The 
State Wrestling Tournament will take place around mid
February. Until that time the Knights will be putting out 
blood, sweat and tears to get better. 

Two wrestlers wrestling. Photo Credit: Kobe Silverman 


