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Boys Basketball Tips Off 

Chase Koenig j Sports ,Editor 

Basketball season at Hellgate is upon us, and with both a sizeable amount of 
Senior experience, and a sizeable gap in the roster left by last years Seniors, the 
Knights find themselves in an interesting position. 

Hellgate Basketball has been a force to be reckoned with for years, but with 
the departure of several key contributors, the Knights find themselves in a pe
riod of change. Unlike the staring lineup of the 2014-2015 season, which only 
had one player shorter than 6'3", this year's Knights squad has barely any play
ers over the height of 6'3". "We lost a lot of height ... " Knights head coach Jeff 
Hays says with a smile, " ... but we're quick, we have rt<ally good anticipation, 
and when the team works hard, and is on the same page, hopefully we will be 
able to create an uptempo style where we can force teams to take quicker shots 
than they would be accustomed to, and hopefully with those quicker shots, 
they'll be more perimeter shots, that we have a chance to rely on our-quickness 

. to go and get long rebounds. . 
Hays then went deeper into depth with the Knights defensive strategy, with 

plans of spreading teams out and making them run. "If we get stuck in a half 
court game where we're trying to grind out rebounds, that might be a chal
lenge, but we can also rely on our fundamentals, boxing out, playing strong." 

As far as teams that pose the largest threat towards the Knights, Hays isn't 
counting anybody out. "Right now we're really focused on ourselves, as in let's 
get really good at what we can do and what we can control. As we start to learn 
more about those other teams, we'll be able to tailor our game plans to those 
opponents." There are no clear leaders of the Montana high school basketball 
as of right now, so the· Knights will be approaching every game the same, and 
not looking past anybody. "Each team is going to have a couple of guys who 
can play well." Hays spoke to city rival Sentinel and Big Sky specifically, 
"They believe that without our old core of guys they're going to be able to rise 
up and knock us off. Hopefully we can use that kind of chatter as motivation 
from our standpoint." 

"We might not be as tall, we might not have that name recognition, but we 
still have good basketball players, and I've always said that team basketball is 
the best basketball." 

Hays will be looking to his Seniors to take a leading role, and propel the 
Knights team to a competitive level for yet anothe! season. "We do have seven 
seniors on our squad, and six of them we have been practicing with for the last 
two years." The only Senior Hays hasn't been working with was Collin Reid, 
who was not a part of the basketball program in the 2014-2015 season, but 
made Varsity this year due to his overpowering size. Reid is currently the tallest 
player on the Knights' roster. "They (the seniors) know what to do, they know 
what to expect. 

As far as key contributors to the Knights hopeful success, Hays speaks spe
cifically to teamwork to get things done, with no evident star player as has 
been the case in years past, Hays says that the Knights are going to look to "do 
things by committee." Hays wen~ on to explain that the knights were 
"going to have to play great team defence, _and then offensively play within 
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themselves, within our team scheme." With shortcomings on size, and adapt
ing to a life without last years core, team basketball is the way the Knights will 
look to succeed. "If they do that, we have the physical ability to do really well." 

Aside from Reid, the Knights s~niors have much in the way of talent to make 
up for their lack of size. This year's Knights team will have two pairs of twins 
making up its front court with Jason and Justin Koehn's reliable jump shots, 
and inside eut passing skills, and Bob and Connor Schenk's hustle points, 
rebounding, and athleticism. This year's front court will also consist of the 
aforementioned Collin Reid, and the athletic junior Landon Youbles. In the 
backcourt for the Knights, veteran Peter Vandam brings speed, Buckley Bel
court brings ball handling, and Derrius Collins brings scoring ability. 

While there is a large group of Seniors that are expected to carry a large 
amount of the workload, Juniors Derrius Collins and Landon Youbles are ex
pected to contribute immensely this year. "Landon Youbles has really come on 
this summer, and he's been playing well. Darius Collins is another one who's 
going to help out." Said Hays. 
- The Knights won't play the same style of big-man basketball as they have 
in the past, but the Knights shouldn't be counted out. Hays accredits a lot of 
the Knights success over the past years to the support supplied by the student 
population. "We've had terrific support the past couple of years, people are 
always commenting on the support. I hope we'll get that same level of support 
this year." 

The competition will be tougher for the Knights this year, they may not 
have the same amount of star power as before, but with Hays at the helm, and a 
strategy to have their size and quickness work to their advantage, anything can 
happen in the upcoming season. 

The Knights started practice the week after thanksgiving, and had their first 
game in Billings on December 11th. 


