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2 News 
Celebrating the Holiday Season Missoula Style 
Nick Hanser/ Staff Writer 

In the midst of monotonous holiday carols over the 
radio and scraping ice off of windshields many people 
look forward to the plays and productions that come 
with the winter season. As these times approach, new 
and exciting events are taking place all over Missoula in 
celebration of the season. 

These new events appear in conjunction with some older 
productions that not only celebrate the season but also 
the continual run of their production. Such commemo· 
rations, are for most, a staple of Missoula during the 
winter holiday season. 

One of these exciting celebrations is the Garden City 
Ballet's performance of, "The Nutcracker," at the Uni· 
versity of Montana theater. This prmiuction runs from 
Dec. 18·20 with showings at 7=30 pm on the 18th, 2:00 
pm and 7=30 pm on the 19th, and lastly showings at 2:00 
pm and 6:00 pm on the 20th. 
This production of "The Nutcracker" by the Garden City 
Ballet is celebrating over 30 years of running in Mis· 
soula. "The Nutcracker," has been known as an tradi· 
tiona! fixture of the winter holiday season and appeals to 
people of all age groups. 

Another of these celebrations is the Parade of Ughts 
which will take place on Dec. 5th. This will include a 
parade going down Higgins, across the bridge, through 
downtowp, and stopping at the four X's to light a tree at 
the end. This event is free to join and to spectate fot all 
people. This is the 13th continuous year of the Parade of 
Lights and has been widely embraced and cherished by 
the community. 
For those younger attendees there will be pictures with 
Santa during the lighting of the X's and tree. The parade 
will start at 6=00 pm and the finale of lighting the tree 
will start at 6=30 pm. 

The Missoula Community Theater is known for put· 
ting on some of the most memorable plays in Missoula. 
On Dec. 4 they will be putting on the premier produc· 
tion (open to the public) of the beloved, "The Sound of 
Music," with more showings lasting Dec. 3·6, 9·13, and 
16·20. MCT's own, Michael McGill will be directing the 
play and also directing the musical accompaniment. 
McGill will be working with a cast of over 60 volunteer 
actors and actresses of all ages filling the many parts 
of this renowned production, ''The Sound of Music," is 
widely considered a holiday production and fits well with 
the time of year that this will be put on. 

In celebration of the coming new year the Wilma 
theater will be hosting local bluegrass band, The Lll' 
Smokies. They are thought to be an energetic way to 
kick off the start of the new year. The concert will take 
place at the Wilma theater Dec. 31 at 9=00 pm. Perform· 
ing with The Lil' Smokies will be another local bluegrass 
and western group, The Best Westerns. 
The Lil' Smokies have been working toward this success 
for over six years, usually doing smaller shows. Though 
they have been on a year· long tour across the Pacific 
NorthWest promoting their music. The Best Westerns 
are another local band that has among its ranks Wash· 
ington Middle school's own band teacher, Matt Tipton. 

. For a very distinct break from the holiday norms one 
may look to the uncommon musical talent that is Reggie 
Watts. Watts works with only his voice and a looping 
machine to create his own special breed of music that 
is described as energetic and fun. One interesting thing 
about Watts' performances is that it is done impromptu. 
Watts has found immense success in the music indus· 
try, giving many appearances on popular TV shows to 
promote his unique brand of music. For many, the chancE 
to witness a performance from Reggie Watts would be a 
chance of lifetime. His show will be at the Wilma theater 
Dec. 19. 

By far one of the most anticipated events of the winter 
season is the annual collection of downtown, celebra· 
tions known as First Night. This year there will be more 
than 80 performances at more than 30 venues all over 
Missoula's downtown. First Night is a celebration of the 
coming new year and takes place on Dec. 31 from 12:00 
am to 12=00.pm. · 
The somewhat unconventional form of universal ticket 
for every event included in First Night is a button that 
costs $15 and $18 the day of the event. The wide array 
of First Night events are set up to fit within an hour 
slot with a 15 minute slot scheduled between each 
performance to allow for those attending the events to 
commute between venues. Just a few of these events 
showcased in night include; demonstrations by local 
craftsmen, some local bands performing, and various lo· 
cal artists work on display. 

Art On Tap is a new attraction that focuses on casually 
teaching those interested, how to paint gallery-ready 
art pieces in a noncompetitive setting that is intended 
to be both fun and educational. The most attended of all 
the events is First Night Spotlight in which high school 
students compete in a singing competition set up with 
judges that decide who will move on in a the competition. 
The early rounds will take place early in December and 
will thus ween down the competitors for the final event 
taking place on Dec. 31. This event is open to all those 
high school students that want to enter and have the 
drive to compete. The final round of the 11th ·year of the 
competition will take place at 8=30 pm at the University 
of Montana's Dennison theater. 

Though there are many other exciting events during the · 
night that would interest those not musically inclined. 
The goal of First Night is to broaden the public's appre· 
ciation of local arts and artists. 

Even with all the inherent joy of the season forced 
upon the average person, most could enjoy the idea of 
a little extra in the form of a local production or perfor
mance. And in a town as community oriented as Mis· 
soula, one is sure to find something to fit their needs in 
the way of local entertainment. 
Whether it be free or costly, competitive or relaxed, 
there are more than enough events for those that seek a 
little bit more out of the winter holiday season than the 
average person. No matter what it is one celebrates, if 
anything, during the winter; it is a time when many art· 
ists can easily express their work and get more noticed 
in the public. 
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