
Editorials 5 
Yale's Spooky Crisis of Conscious 

1 
~ The scariest thing 

Cy Burchena~ Editorials Editor at Yale on halloween 
was not the many 

haunted houses or rampant liver abuse, but rather 
a small email that would ignite a storm of contro
versy. Before Halloween the Yale Intercultural 
Affairs Council (lAC), an organization that several 
school deans are part of, sent out an email asking 
students to .be respectful of others and to avoid 
offensive costumes on Halloween. This email made 
no demands of students, and was supj>orted by: 
no official school policy on costumes. This mildly 
worded email was met by another mildly worded 
email from associate Master of Silliman, one of 
Yale's residential colleges, Erika Christakis. Ms 
Christakis countered email of the lAC with her own 
perspective; ''Whose business is it to control the 
forms of costumes of young people?" she argues. Ms 
Christakis alleged that Yale administration had no 
place telling students what not to wear, and that 
m doin~ so they were impeding the first amend
ment. Erika Christakis email was supported by 
her husband, Nicholas Christakis, the Master of 
Silliman College. Mr Christakis is an active sup
porter of FIRE, a free speech organization active in 
American Universities. Mr Christakis refused to 
meet with students to debate until a cameraman 
was present. the cameraman was a personal friend 

of the Christakis', as well as a member of FIRE. 
The following interaction between Mr Christakis 
and a student crowd can only be described as an 
altercation, with a student screaming and using 
foul language on Mr Christakis. The '[ideo was then 
broadcast on American News media outlets, such 
as FOX "News". The source of the students rage 
stems from two sources: the alleged misrepresen
tation and silencing of women of color on campus, 
and that it is the Christakis' job as Master and 
Associate Master of Silliman not to present their 
personal views, but to ensure that the student body 
IS comfortable on campus. The first is a valid claim; 
it is entirely possible that women of color at Yale 
are not valued to the degree of their peers. Student 
representatives have claimed that the majority of 
the adversity women of color face comes in the form 
of "microaggressions". Micro agressions come in the 
form of common occurrences, such as interrupting a 
person in the middle of a conversation, or not being 
called upon in seminar. The claim that it is not the 
Christakis' role to speak on such matters is only 
superficially correct. The job of Master is to ensure 
the comfort of the students, but the Christakis were 
not speaking as Master and Associate Master; the 
Christakis were speaking as peo2le. The calls for 
the firing of Erika and Nicholas Christakis in a list 
of demands released by a group of Yale students is 

Sa What? 
What could be done about refugees 
coming to America from other 
countries? 

How do you feel about refugees 
coming to America? 

made ridiculous by the simple fact that no policy 
was passed or revoked. The Christakis nierely 
voiced an opinion. They did not support or defend 
the wearing of offensive costumes, merely the right 
of a person to have that choice. In fact, Erika Chris
takis wrote in her email that she does not support 
offensive costumes; "I don't wish to trivialize genu
ine concerns about cultural and personal represen
tation, and other challenges to our lived experience 
in a plural community. I know that many decent 
people have proposed guidelines on Halloween 
costumes from a spirit of avoiding hurt and of
fense. I laud those goals, in theory, as most of us 
do." Furthermore, the claim that micro ag~ession 
constitutes discrimination is flawed. Applymg the 
principle of Occam's Razor, that the simplest an
swer is usually the correct one, doesn't interrupting 
someone in conversation seem more like poor man
ners than racism? Additionally, the completely rea
sonable claim that professors don't call on women of 
color in seminar is an occurrence that is supported 
neither by Yale nor the Christakis, so the calls for 
their removal is both shortsi~hted and reactionary. 
Perhaps there is Eenuine rac1sm at play in Yale, but 
the removal of a Master and Associate Master who 
only seek to protect their students first amendment 
rights is counterproductive and entitled. 

Wh9t do you think about states 
closing their borders to refugees? 

"I guess like searching !heir backgrounds, 
ana their history just1ike they woUld for 
Q..eople coming from another c~untry. 
They were saymg they w~re g9mR. to 
ma.Ke them wear tags to 1dentifv 'them 
which I think is very rude and disrespect
ful. They're peoJ?le too, just becaus~ they 
come from another countrx doesn t mean 
they're gonna kill everyone:' 

"Land of the free, so I think anyone is 
welcome ~~ long as they pass ilie tests that 
they need. 

"I mean, at a certain population maybe, 
like allowing a certain population to go 
in, and ifthey_have a certain amount 
come in and they couldn't hold any more, 

"I feel as if countries that can offer sup
port should offer support to refugees 
from other countries:' 

"I think if there's enough of a screen
ing process, they should be allowed to 
get out of the current situation in. the 
Middle East:' 

"I feel strongly that we can and should sup
port in the aiding [of) the refugee crisis. 
There already are programs set up in America 
that help refugees get off to a good start in 

America, and I think that it's important to 
keep funding these programs." 

"That's not the real issue we should be focusing on. 
Especially with the limited number that would be 
actually coming into America. If we want to worry 
about refugees, we need to focus on Europe and its 
borders because if they're coming into America, 
they've gone through enough vetting. They're not 
going to be a problem." 

then shut it off' . 

"I think that depends on the country. Some coun

tries aren't in a position to help, and would be in a 

bad position if they were to accept all the refugees, 

but I think it really depends on the country. If it's a 
country that can offer support, than they shouldn't 

close their borders, but if it's a country that doesn't 

think they can, I don't feel as though they should 

have to keep their borders open." 

"I think it's just a political game that gov
ernors are playing because they have no 
real power over allowing refugees into their 
states. It's just to say that they're against ter
rorists. It's just all a political move:• 


