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Ethiopia, the Forgotten Crisis 

· ~ The November Paris attacks have domi· 
Cy Burchenal / Editorials _Editor nated news media beyond the point of 

monopoly. Even other, similar, events 
· in Beirut and Kenya have been eclipsed by the world's horror that such 
barbarity could take place in a European capital. There is no doubt that 
what happened in Paris will echo through history as a defining moment 
for Western Europe. The dead in Paris are worthy of attention, but news, 
just like life, is for the living. The extensive coverage has come at the cost 
of other stories which desperately need attention. Among the stories that 
need attention is the statement by the UN that 15 million Ethiopians will 
need food by New Year's Day. 

of failed UN missions, ethnic cleansings, and collapsed democracies, to 
ignore the plight of Africa and its people. · for every intervention, it seems, 
the state of Africa keeps getting worse. Be it in Rwanda or Nigeria, Africa 
always has .some humanitarian fiasco going on. Ethiopia is among the least 
represented. Years of drought and famine make news of Ethiopia in trouble 
a given. To-put it mildly, no one <:ares. 
The upcoming famine in Ethiopia is prompted by severe drought. The 
irony of this is that as many as a hundred thousand Ethiopians have been 
displaced by severe flooding in regions of the nation. Ethiopia has a long 
history of humanitarian crisis. This famine could mimic the 1983·85 fam· 
ine that saw the deaths of some 400,000 Ethiopians . . 

When it comes to world news, nothing beats terrorism in .terms of amount 
of coverage. News about war and confijct activates something deep in 
people; people want to hear a lot about war. A story that leads the reader 

News media is tasked with supplying information so that the public can 
be informed to action. It is in this way that sense the news prompts action. 
Although terror attacks in major cities are of crucial importance, the emer~ 

gencies and tragedies in places like Ethiopia are just as valid. Attention · to believe there is some great adversary, a bogeyman, acts upon very basic 
parts of people that want to see their enemies countered. People love to be 
scared. 
Beyond war, disease receives a disproportionate focus. The ongoing Ebola 
outbreak has certainly reach~d the point of news staple. Stories in Africa 
are among the most neglected. Africa was called "the failed continent" 

to popular issues can not monopolize the news, as the world spins beyond 
a single nation. At this point there is nothing that can be done to help the 
130 dead in Paris, but a great deal can still be done to help the fifteen mil· 
lion who need it. 

by The Economist in 1999. The West has been indoctrinated by decades 
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less and less over the Syrian refugee crisis, a new 
topic of debate has sprung up in the United States: 
should Syrian refugees be allowed in? 

Thirty one states have announced that they are 
opposed to welcoming refugees, almost immedi
ately following the announcement that one of the 
Paris attackers entered Europe as a Syrian refugee. 
Of course, worries that more terrorists could be let 
in the under a guise of a refugee seeking asylum 
are valid. The Islamic State (ISIS) or Daesh, as 
Secretary of State John Kerry has begun to refer to 
them as, holds deep roots in Syria and is part of the 
reason so many citizens are fleeing. -

Daesh is only one third of the civil war tak-
ing place in Syria, between themselves, President 
Assad and his government, and the rebels. The civil 
war has been underway since March 2011 when 
pro-democracy protests turned violent. Almost five 

years later, it doesn't look like there is a clear end 
in sight. , 

When the crisis began and refugees began flood
ing into neighboring coUI'I.tries, many were already 
wary of letting in possible terrorists. However, the 
truth is that, according to Atlantic Magazine, home
grown terrorists are much more lethal and likely to 
attack. 

Nevertheless, the question still remains: should 
refugees be allowed into the United States? 

According to presidential candidate Ben Carson, 
Syrian refugees don't want to come to the U.S. 
in the first place. After a recent trip to Jordan he 
stated, "I did not detect any great desire for them 
to come to the United States." Despite how ac
curate this assumption may be, the idea has the 
potential to be tnie. Syria is home to these people, 
why would they want to go farther way unless they 
absolutely have to? 

On the other side of the spectrum, the U.S. 
symbolizes hope, freedom, independence, and most 

of all, safety. The U.S. was born from immigrants, 
and continues to accept them. In 2013, more than 
900,000 immigrants were admitted for lawful per
manent residence in the United States, according 
to Migration Policy. However, only 1,500 Syrian 
refugees have been accepted since the civil war 
started in Syria. There's no excuse for the small 
numbers, but the Obama Administration plans to 
admit 10,000 Syrian refugees in the coming year, 
according to CNN. 

Syrian refugees are often only ·referred to as 
that, refugees. These words aren't wrong, but with 
so much of it, it's hard for people to remember that 
they're humans too and that they're going through 
much Il).Ore difficult times than many Americans 
will ever have to endure. 

The United States needs to step up its refugee 
acceptance rate and in doing so, many countries 
will follow suit. The U.S. isn't the most perfect fit 
for many refugees, b~t it is a good one considering 
the current diversity. 


