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The Forgotten Hardships of Lebanon 

. . / . . By now, most have heard of the tragic at· 
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of western Europe, to see Paris in such a tragic 
light dims the whole world, much of which has come out and given support 
to the recently attacked city. However, the world has not come the side of 
another victim of recent terrorist attacks: Beirut, Lebanon. 

Only a day before the Paris bombings and shootings by Terrorist 
Group ISIS, ISIS triggered three suicide bombers in Beirut, two of which 
were successful. Around forty-five were killed in these attacks and even 
more injured. Nevertheless, the Beirut bombings have gone under the 
radar in the media. 

There is disappointment and anger in Lebanon. Many feel that 
because they are a middle eastern country, such events don't matter to the 
international community. On the contrary, Paris is one the most interna· 
tional cities in the world, giving it almost first place for any international 
media source. 

While the attacks in Beirut were significantly smaller than those 
in Paris, the atrocities of terrorism are no less present. While it was fortu· 
nate the third the bomber was killed by the blast of the second bomb, the 
attacks remain just as malicious as they would had a third bomb exploded. 
The intent of terror by ISIS remains on Par with that of Paris. 
There is speculation on the two attacks that Paris is a city and Lebanon is 
a "warzone." These comments have been dismissed by the Lebanese Gov
ernment due to the fact that the last bombing in Lebanon was nearly 25 

years ago during the civil war. 
ISIS is becoming a significant problem in Lebanon. Prisons are 

overflowing with members that identify as ISIS, to the extent that pris· 
oners are able to hold their guards £aptive. There is significant fear of 
more attacks in Lebanon, as the group grows stronger every day. The high 
Hezbollah population makes Lebanon an even greater target. Paris was 
attacked to bring fear to the western world at~.d acknowledge ISIS's power, 
however, Hezbollah is a rival islamist group to ISIS and presents a direct 
threat. 

Hezbollah, a group who United States Intelligence has categorized 
as a terrorist group, has taken the front lines in the war with ISIS, they 
have allied with Christian fighters and have begun to train their religious 
counterparts to aid them. Hezbollah also isn't requiring its fighters to con· 
vert to Islam, something out of the ordinary for Islamic Jihadist. Already 
having engaged ISIS, Hezbollah has taken responsibility for combating 
ISIS. 

The people of Lebanon are currently in support of Hezbollah and 
thankful for their work against ISIS. However, predominlintly Shi'ite, Hez· 
bollah has been a major contributor to the Assad Regime in Syria. 

The turmoil caused in Lebanon and Paris has rekindled the aware· 
ness of the ISIS problem. As of now, there is no insight to how it will play 
out. For now, all there is to do is mourn the dead, and keep the battle 
against international terrorism alive. 
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son as well. Millions of shoppers flooded 
into stores for Black Friday and millions more scrolled the internet trying to 
find a deal on that Xbox they want or that fine china they just can't live without 
during Cyber Monday. The idea of Black Friday has changed quite a bit since 
its beginnings in the 1930s. Back then, the stores simply opened very early on 
Friday morning; now, stores open up on Thanksgiving night like a sleazy uncle 
who is way late to dinner and reeks of cigarettes and cheap beer. Holiday sea
son is known for being cheery and a good time to spend time with your loved 
ones but Americans have had this slowly stolen from them, the culprit: money. 
In the US day to day life revolves around money and the holiday season is no 
exception these.days with rabid shoppers sprinting from big store to big store 
trying to find the best deal. A woman even pepper sprayed a group of 20 people 
in an attempt to get to the front of the line forxbox's. This kind of rabid behav
ior shows just how far off the traditional holiday values we have come. Big re
tailers have no problem with the holiday shopping season as most of their sales 
for the year come from the season. Big retailer REI did the good guy thing and 
closed down all locations for black friday so their employees could get into the 
outdoors. All the other big retailers however succumbed to the holiday greed 

friday according to the National Retail Federation and they spent almost 55 
billion dollars according to the National Retail Fund. 318.9 million people live 
in the US, the fact that more than % of the entire population participated in a 
shopping event is sickening. Imagine the impact on families if they had all just 
stayed home, lit a candle or two and had a nice dinner. Instead people flood into 
big corporations that seem to use Machiavelli's The Prince as a business model 
and completely disregard the fact that it's supposed to be the holiday season 
not the spending season. 55 billion dollars is no small sum of cash and that was 
spent by the shoppers over one weekend, imagine what it will be like by the 
time christmas has come and gone. Just think about the economic impact of 
the season, how much smoke is put into the air just to make everything for the 
holiday season, it must be astronomical. If everybody just saved their money 
one year and stayed content with what they had people would be able to spend 
much more money on the essentials and the earth would be much better off for 
it. Spending has seeped into what was once a time reserved for family and if 
you are religious,. religion. Big retailers have the holiday season in a chokehold 
and are showing no signs of letting it go for one simple reason, greed. 


