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‘Snowzilla’ Attacks the East Coast
,/c When the first 

major snowstorm 
of 2016, dubbed

“Snowzilla” by many in the area, showed its first 
signs of life, the majority of the east coast was pre
pared to take on the storm. Local weather stations 
teamed with the big media stations to 
warn the pubhc of the storm's arrival
days before it struck. People were able to 
prepare for the storm and take the neces
sary precautions in order to avoid deser
tion or injury. It has been reported that at 
least 19 people have been killed due to car 
crashes, carbon monoxide poisoning, and 
heart attacks while shoveling snow, while 
88 million residents are being affected by 
power outages and many other ways.

“We had two full days of advanced 
notice and publicity that there was a big 
storm coming,” Leonard Deitz, a resident 
of Silver Spring, Maryland said. “There 
was time for authorities to prepare.
I went shopping days before, and the 
store’s shelves were stripped bare.” Silver 
Spring, Maryland, a city just under 10 
miles north of Washington, D.C., had over 
two feet of snowfall in only three days.

Luckily the storm struck at the end of Snowzilla assaults the east coast in all her glory. [Courtesy of Weath 
the week. “Another good thing was it was erbell, modified by Capital Weather Gang) 
the weekend, people were off the road and
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the end of the street so I have 5 or 6 feet of snow 
blocking my driveway. I have plenty of provisions, 
but I have not been able to get out of my driveway, 
but hopefully, with a warm weekend, the rest of the 
world will be accessible to me by Monday,” Deitz 
says.
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While snowzilla rages on in the eastern region of 
the states, the western part is having a winter that 
is not average by any means. Eli Nyght, a Missoula 
resident understands what the people experiencing 
the storm have to go through, but is nowhere near 
pleased with the winter that we are having here in 

Montana. “The fact that they get a 
pile of snow, and yes they get lake- 
effect snow, doesn’t change the fact 
that this is Montana and it should be 
snowing here a heck of a lot more.”
He says. “This winter has been pretty 
abysmal as far as snow and I’ve got 
kids that I wanted to take sledding 
and it kind of hasn’t happened yet.”

Having a storm like snowzilla 
would be a profound adjustment in 
any part of the world. “I think, obvi
ously, it’s difficult for them to deal 
with four feet of snow. It’s difficult 
for any infrastructure to deal with 
that much snow, and where to put it 
is probably the hardest thing to deal 
with,” Nyght says. “We have the same 
problem. In the last couple of years wi 
have just piled it in the middle of our 
streets because the dumps are full so 
there is no place to put it.” He adds. 
Dealing with the snow is one problem, 
but having a bad attitude towards any

not working. In the turnpike, though, there were a 
lot of people stuck for 17 plus hours. Helpers came 
with tractors to dig them out and take them to a 
safe shelter to wait out the storm.” Although there 
were active snow plows working on the streets one 
problem remained; where to put the snow.

“Advanced notice that was accurate really helped. 
What do you do with the snow when you plow the 
roads? There is no place to put it without barricad
ing people into their homes. In my case, I am at

Power outages are another problem. Surprisingly, 
not many states directly hit by the storm have lost 
power, but the results of the conundrum have left 
thousands of people in the southern states without 
power. “The power did not go out, but I do have a 
backup generator just in case,” Deitz says. “Person
ally, I would say it’s no big deal for me. I’m doing just 
fine. I’ve been stuck in snow before and had to sleep 
in the car before a Mennonite farmer picked me up 
in his tractor.” He added.

bad storm could be detrimental to the situation. “I 
think that some people are very good natured about 
their snow though,” he says. “There were a couple 
of people who built snow caves and tried to rent it 
out on airbnb for two hundred dollars. They got shut 
down, of course, because they didn’t meet code, but 1 
thought that was creative and people trying to have 
fun and making the best of what was an unexpected 
and, generally, an unhappy situation,” says Nyght.
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