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14 . Sports 
Rams Return to LA 
Nick Hanser I Assistant Sports Editor 

As the St. Louis Rams, a popular National Football League (NFL) · 
team, make a transplant back to Los Angeles, many people look at 
the move as a positive opportunity for the program to find new fame 
and success: The Rams were first made to be located in Los Ange-

defeated the Tennessee Titans. Having only won one Super Bowl 
seventeen years ago, the Rams have lost relevance as a team that 
they will surely gain back with such a radical change of location. 

les and left with the now Oakland Raiders, in 1995 in search of a 
larger market and better opportunities to fuel their huge industry. 
The Rams are now in search of the same thing with returning to the 
second largest commercial economy in the United States. 

One point of controversy with the move could lie with the reloca
tion of players without the aid of their organization. In past moves, 
players were forced to up and move their lives and families to a 
whole new place on their own funds and on their own time so as not 
to miss any off-season practices or anything else. This could poten
tially cause some players to go against their team and work to break 
their contract so to not disrupt their or their family's lives. The 
Rams would be smart to give aid to their players with their move 
across the country to sweeten the deal for those players without the 
loyalty to go through the move on their own. 

Having lost two teams in its past, Los Angeles hopes to rejuve
nate its football prowess and boost its economy, and not having a 
team in the second most populated city in the United States would 
be a missed opportunity for the NFL and the Rams' team owner. 
The current worth of the Rams is valued at approximately $1.45 
billion according to Forbes. Keeping a team of this value enclosed in 
a midrange market like St. Louis would be counterproductive in the 
growth of the franchise as a whole. 

The future of the now L.A. Rams is still hard to predict as it is a 
major move that had established themselves in St. Louis for twenty 

The news surrounding the move is sure to boost the Rams' pres
ence in the news and help out their relevance as a team. The Rams 
have only seen one Super Bowl in their history (1999) in which they 

. years. However, most 'of the team owners in the NFL decided that it 
would be for the best and did not see a downside to the move. With 
the move, Los Angeles will surely see a sizable economic boost to an 
already incredibly large economy. All in all, the move will help the 
team and the city . 

NBA Midseason Evaluation; Suprises and Dissapointments 
·Chase Koenig I Sports Editor 

The midway point ofNBA basketba11 is upon us, and 
halfway through the year, there have been a number of 
surprising events, and a number of not-so-surprising 
events. The NBA is a constant drama, ever evolving, and 
always unpredictable. Here we'll examine just what's been 
occurring thus far in the 2015-2016 season. 

You can't talk about this years NBA without touching 
on the Warriors. Nobody was surprised when they came 
out of the gate looking like the best team in the league, ' 

however, nobody expe~ted them to be this good. With 
only four losses this year, the Warriors, on a good night, " _ 

look to be unstoppable. Espelli.ally after defeating-two 
of the best teams in the NBA by a combined 60+ points 
within 8 days of each other. The Warriors just might be a 
perennial team. One that is talked about thirty years from 
now. 

However, there have been other occurrences this NBA 
season that are worth noting, and don't involve Stephen 

Curry. The play of the San Antonio Spurs has been beyond 
exceptional. The emergence of Kawhi Leonard as one of 
the most complete players in the game, with an almost 
unmatched offensive/ defensive arsenal has been one of 
thP most nlP::.s::mt snrnrisPs of thP vP::.r for thP Snnrs oru::.-
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nization, along with the defensive chemistry of LaMarcus 
Aldridge and Tim Duncan. Another team that is unex
pectedly turning heads this year, is the Sacramento Kings. 
Holding on to an eight seed in the incredibly competitive 
western conference are the big three of the always scoring 
Rudy Gay, the absolutely dominant Demarcus Cousins, 
and the revitalized assist leader Raj on Rondo. Rondo has 
been a massive surprise this season after his pitiful 20 14-

2015 campaign. 
There have been disappointments this year too. The 

Houston Rockets' pJomising looking early-season lineup 
ofTy Lawson, James Harden, Trevor Ariza, Terrence 

Jones, and Dwight Howard has fallen flat on its face. 
Lawson, the new addition, has been allocated to a bench 
role, and is averaging just over four points per game, while 
Terrence Jones has also been moved to a bench role as 
slow footed Clint Capela takes his place to try and boost 
the pitiful defensive effort. A slow start to the season cost 
the Rockets their coach, and several crucial games in the 
win column. Other disappointments have been the efforts 
of the Milwaukee Bucks, a playoff team in 2015, now 

struggles to maintain 1Oth place in the dwindling eastern 
conference. The Bucks have lost a significant step on the 
defensive end, which could be attributed to their additions 
of players such as Greg Monroe and Jabari Parker. Players 
who can score noints. hut can't ston the other team from 

doing so. Another surprise out of the eastern conference 
was the out -of-nowhere firing of Cleveland Cavaliers 
coach David Blatt, who, along with making the finals 
in 2015, held the best record in the eastern conference. 
Former assistant coach Tyronn Lue will take over as head 
coach. 

Interestingly enough, injuries have not baan a severe 
a factor in the landscape of the NBA as they have been 

in past years. Only two notable players have suffered 
extended amounts of time on the bench in Eric Bledsoe, 
who was on a Suns team with very slim hopes of making 
the 8th seed of the playoffs, and Blake Griffin, who's team 

has managed to flourish even in his absence. Kebi Durant 
is fuilly healthy afer his lost season, and the year is shap
ing up to be a fairly accurate account of the talent league 
wide. 

With only half the games played in this years season, 
and the trade deadline looming, there are sure to be 
multiple twists and turns ahead in the year. But as of 
right now, with the ruthless Warriors, the patient Spurs, 
the identity-less Cavaliers, and the utterly horrendous 
76ers, this NBA season has already held many an up and 

down. With trade rumors with names such as Kevin Love, 
MarkieffMorris, Brandon Jennings, Kevin Martin, and 
Tiniofey Mozgov, the NBA is in for, as it always is, a mas
sivelv interestinl" chain of events. 


