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The Lance Semicentennial: 
On The .Move 
Zach Strauch /Editor in Chief He has to cram 

24 hours into 11 
or 12. Sometimes 17. 

Twitter permanently illuminates the 
backlit LED screen of his silver and black, 
case·less iPhone 6. A good chunk of his life 
is engrained in a five·and·a·halfinch, black, 
swallowing square that reaches to each end 
of the precisely· rounded, charcoal-gray metal. 
It's the first thing he does in the morning, and 
it's the last thing he does before retiring each 
evening. He considers i.t exhausting, and it's 
far from the cushioned editorials and sports 
pieces he composed as Sports Editor of The 
Lance during the early 2000s. 

After toiling away for a few years at the 
University of Montana·· not graduating, 
he was offered a position at The Bozeman 
Chronicle. It was a quick, rather uneventful 
stint that steered him west on I-90 and north 
on I-15 to Helena, where an equally lackluster 
outing pushed him back to his hometown of 
Missoula, where he's probably staring at his 
phone right now ·· the clouds swirling over· 
head, just above the refined, luminous lights 
of Dahlberg Arena and the Missoulian offices 
that glow eternally above him. 

Kyle Sample is a beat writer. His thor 
oughfare is Grizzly Basketball and the ever· 
harrowing signing day for Montana Football, 
where the 17-hour days rear their ugly head, 
but he also covers high school sports through· 
out Western Montana. Injuries, scores, person· 
nel updates, coaching decisions ·· there's quite 
a bit of trail that Sample has to blaze. He 
uses his right thumb for most of it ·· scrolling 
through texts, emails, and the blue·and·white 
confines of Twitter ·· he's constantly hunt· 
ing for information to relay to his followers, 
whether it be in the form of another tweet 
from him or a quick story occupying a rigid 
slot of real estate on the morning Missoulian. 
It doesn't follow a set time frame or order, and 
he doesn't either. Off-days are non-existent. 

"Twitter is a tremendous tool, but it can 
also be really annoying and time-consuming. 
A lot of it (my job) is calling people and talk· 
ing to people, contacting sources, and trying to 
develop sources," Sample said. "Sometimes it's 

like putting together a puzzle without having 
all of the pieces," he finished, a light chuckle 
permeating the air. 

Luckily for him, the pieces are there ·· up 
snow·packed Gerald to the weathered bricks 
of Hellgate, to the far end of South where a 
red·lit, dilapidated blue sign distinguishes Big 
Sky, past the fraternities on University where 
the bare trees point to Washington-Grizzly 
Stadium and Dahlberg Arena, or through the 
four-way stop that splits South and Bancroft, 
eventually leading to Sentinel. They're all 
places he knows as well as anything in his life. 

It's distant from a Melissa and Doug ar
rangement, but it's one he's learned to navi· 
gate. It's a post that he's always wanted to 
hold, no~ specifically, but in earnest. 

"My dad would,always read the sports 
page of the paper first, and after he finished, 
my sisters and I would always fight over it," 
Sample said. ''I never got to a point where I 
could compete beyond high school in sports, 
so I realized that I needed to do something 
different. When I was in eighth grade, I real· 
ized that Montana had an ESPN radio station, 
and I started to listen to the Tony Kornheiser 
show." 

That, he said, was where his path into the 
field began. 

"I found out that Hellgate had a newspaper, 
and, by a stroke of luck, (Wayne) Seitz (the 
journalism adviser at the time) was my home· 
room teacher. I entered into the Journalism 1 
class as a sophomore, and I really enjoyed it. I 
went for it," Sample said. 

His phone, whatever arena or stadium he's 
dropped into, planes, and cars cycle around 
Sample. He enjoys the conventions of satire, 
dons a flat-billed U.S. C. Trojans hat, and 

·discovered his passion as it flowed through the 
speakers .. not long after exiting the sports· 
crazed mind of an afternoon talk· show host 
·· of nearby radios. He kick· started his jour· 
nalism career at Hellgate, and he's continually 
building on it two blocks away in a one·story 
brick building that serves as the only constant 
in a life continuously changing, fluctuating, 
and feeling its way throughout. 
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