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Gerinanic Gentrification: Refugees Face Reactionaries 
Donal Lakatua /News Editor As the war in Syri'a general secretary of Merkel's party, the Christian Social 

drags on, refugees Union in an interview with AI Jazeera. 
country last year, as many as half of whom will be forced 
to leave against their will, according to official estimates. 
The interior ministry has called on police and migration 
authorities to prepare for a sharp increase in deportations, 
and to arrange charter flights to expel refused asylum 
seekers to their country of origin. Sweden is also ap
proaching other EU countries, including Germany, to 
discuss cooperation to increase efficiency and make sure 
flights are filled to capacity, it said. 

continue pouring 
across borders in Europe. Cultural and social differences 
withstanding, many nations have begun to wane under 
the immense pressure of refugee integration. Germany, 
who has thus.far accepted 1.1 million ' asylum-seekers' 
for integration, has had a brash social clashes with these 
refugees. 

A string of sexual assaults and robberies during New 
Year's celebrations in Germany has fuelled debate about 
the country's ability to integrate large numbers of mi
grants, after police said that men who targeted dozens of 
women in the western city of Cologne appeared to be of 
"Arab or North African origin." 

Chancellor Angela Merkel condemned the attacks, 
though many also warned against hasty conclusions. about 
the perpetrators. But to some Germans already uneasy 
about the one million asylum-seekers their country took 
in last year the incide1_1t seemed to confirm simmering 
fears. 

"It's unacceptable that women are sexually molested 
and robbed by young migrants on the streets and public 
squares of German cities at night," said Andreas Scheuer, 

The interior division of Merkel's own party is thus rep
resentative of the division of the nation, as in mid January 
Reuters correspondent Fabrizio Bensch reported At 
least 200 masked far-right supporters, carrying placards 
with racist overtones, went on a rampage in the eastern 
German city of Leipzig throwing fireworks, breaking 
windows and vandalising buildings. Many protesters car
ried signs saying things like "Leipzig stays light." These 
marches, coupled with many other acts of violence have 
put heavy pressure on the government to change. The pro
tests and public outcry has indeed led to a reaction from 
the government, but maybe not what was desired. 

In a regional meeting with her party, the CSU, Angela 
Merkel said, "We need to say to people that this is a 
temporary residential status and we expect that once 
there is peace in Syria again, once Islamic State has been 
defeated in Iraq, that you go back to your home country 
with the knowledge that you have gained." The more 
firm stance by Merkel may signal a change in Geimany's 
domestic policy, and also may lead to Germany adopting 
more stringent policy, like that of Sweden. Sweden is to 
reject up to 80,000 people who applied for asylum in the 

Sweden was subject to more than 160,000 asylum 
applications last year- by far the biggest influx in the Eu
ropean Union as a proportion of the population. Between 
60,000 and 80,000 of them will be rejected, themterior 
minister, Anders Y geman, told the Guardian. They have 
begun to follow suit with other European nations, as 
Finland's interior minister said Helsinki also intended 
to expel about 20,000 of the 32,000 asylum seekers it 
received in 2015. "In principle we speak of about two
thirds, meaning approximately 65 percent of the 32,000 
will get a negative decision." The controversy continues 
to compound barriers between the culture's awkward 
interactions, and concerns among refugees, citizens 
and statesmen wax with the ever building tension in the 
Middle East. 
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