
. 
4 EtiitoriClls 
Sean Penn: Journalist or Whistleblower? 
Grant Porter /Assistant Features Editor It's a well 

known fact 
by now that the infamous drug kingpin El Chapo 
was captured by Mexican authorities on Jan. 8 
of this year, but what most people still do not 
understand is why the heck Sean Penn was inter
viewing him before his capture. 

Penn, an American actor best known for his 
roles in Fast Times at Ridgemont High and Into 
the Wild, interviewed the infamous drug lord 
when correspondence between the two was set 
up by Mexican actress Kate del Castillo. The 
actor was not blindfolded on 'his way to meet El 
Chapo but he and his crew were flown in on a 
plane equipped with some sort of radar jammer 
to avoid capture. The crew was also not allowed 
to bring phones or any other type of device so 
they could have no contact with anybody but the 
kingpin and his people. 

The question at hand is this; Was Penn really 
the man to conduct the interview with such an 
infamous monster of a man? Penn is an actor 
and a good one but he had never really played 

the part of a journalist before this incident so 
many are questioning his credibility and why he 

· was the one to do it. Given the facts, he is the 
perfect man for the job. Kate del Castillo is a 
friend of Penn's, so he had an open door into El 
Chapo's world, and out of the actors she could 
have chosen, Penn was the best: a man with a 
rugged individualistic attitude perfect for taking 
on an interview with a drug lotd of such epic and 
dangerous proportions. 

Sure, del Castillo could have chosen a profes
sional journalist to do the job but El Chapo may 
not have allowed that, as he has a big ego and 
being interviewed by a famous actor probably 
appealed to him much more than some reporter 
for the New York Times or the Hellgate Lance. 
Reading through Penn's article -in Rolling Stone 
magazine another thing is apparent; Penn is a 
genuinely good writer, maybe lacking the el
egance of somebody that writes for a living, but 
a good writer nonetheless. Peim is also a rug
ged guy, who seemingly likes a good thrill, so he 
was the perfect man to see the criminal king of 

Mexico. 
Now some background on El Chapo: he rose 

up from the bottom of the Mexican underworld 
through brutality and cunning to assemble 
the Sinaloa Cartel, the largest drug trafficking 
organization in the entire world. As a lower level 
grunt in the drug business he was known to 
shoot a delivery driver in the head if they were 
late on a shipment. This was the ruthless man 
that Penn went to see, without any sort of protec
tion. 

Penn said in his interview with Rolling Stone 
that El Chapo was remarkably calm for a man on 
the run from the Mexican authorities. 

Penn is a good reporter, there is no doubt 
about that; although he may not be a profes
sional journalist, given the circumstances of the 
article he was the best man for the job. "El Chapo 
Speaks" is one of the most interesting journalis
tic pieces of this year and all because Penn had 
the cahones to go see one of the most dangerous 
men in the world; If that isn't good reporting 
then what is? 
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importantly, comedian, hosted the Golden 
Globe Awards for the fourth time since 2010 when he said, "It's okay folks, I won't be doing 
this again:' 

He opened up 2016's show with remarks about Sean Penn, NBC, Caitlyn Jenner and 
throughout the night continued to poke fun at celebrities from Bill Cosby to Eva Longoria. 
Many of Gervais' jokes were controversial, including the one about Jenner where he men
tioned her recent transition and catastrophic car accident. 

"I've changed. Not as much as Bruce Jenner, obviously - now Caitlyn Jenner, of course. 
What a year she's had. She became a role model for trans people everywhere. She didn't do 
a lot for women drivers, but you can't have everything:' 

Jenner responded by saying, ''I'm going to call the Golden Globes and see if they need a 
host for next year - we'll solve that problem:' _ -

The level of transphobia and sexism within Gervais' commentary is questionable, 
depending on the person and their interpretation of it. Not one opinion can represent a 
whole group of people, a popular thought among trans people. For example, Jenner stated, 
when on Ellen this past September, that she is a Republican and defended her views, 
which is respectable enough. However, the Republican party isn't as forward thinking on 
LGBTQA+ issues as the Democratic party has been recently, which is one reason many 
trans people don't actually see her as as much of an icon as others who aren't necessarily 
as educated in LGBTQA+ rights and issues do. Nevertheless, there is no denying that this 
kind oflighthearted mentality is prevalent in today's society. 

Humor has always been a go-to for many people when heavy topics arise, but is it 

because, for example, not everyone is transgender so not everyone can directly relate. But 
it's important to realize that some people are and their pain, concerns, values, etc. are just 
as important as anyone else's. 

These ideas also bring up the phrase, "First-World problems," which has become preva
lent among many when discussing problems that don't seem that big in the grand scheme 
of things. It's a fair point to say that a bad test grade or being grounded isn't nearly as im
portant as the poverty rates around the world, but what isn't fair is when the light hearted 
phrase becomes a way to diminish others' feelings, or even one's own emotions. 

Mental illness is very common in our society today. According to the National Alliance 
on Mental Illness, one in five adults experiences mental illness in a given year and over half 
of children ages 8-15 received mental health services in the past year. 

Inadvertently diminishing and dismissing·certain emotions, especially ones like anxiety 
and depression, can increase chances of mental illness and therefore overall health. The 
biggest issue with this is that a large portion of the population doesn't realize that they're 
even diminishing these emotions, whether it be in iliemselves or other people. 

This ignorance is a major factor within these issues and others, but in reality if you con
sider it, with more education about invalidating peoples' feelings, mental illness probably 
wouldn't be so taboo in our society and we would most likely have lower rates. 

This brand of controversial comedy is unsurprising coming from Gervais, as it is within 
many schools, workplaces, and among peers in general, but it's not likely to just disappear 
overnight. 


