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America's Recipe for Disaster 
Cy Burchenal /Editorials Editor On January 2, 2016second a group of armed 

protesters stormed Malheur Wildlife reserve in 
Oregon. The occupation by an armed group has sparked passionate responses, outrage 
from some, support from others, but also calls for their protesters' arrest. For many 
reasons, the forced cessation of hostilities by law enforcement is a bad idea. American 
history is dotted with standoffs by federal agencies and protesters that haves ended 
with civilian and federal casualties. Accusations of double standards have been leveled 
against the federal government, claiming that if the refuge was occupied by Iislamists 
rather than libertarians that the federal government would have ended the occupa
tion through use of force. Whether or not this is true is irrelevant, as no use of force is 
appropriate. Those who believe that the Oregon occupation should be ended through 
force are unaware of a few facts about this situation and other situations similar to this. 
The normal results of armed siege by police, the type of men that occupy the Oregon 
Wildlife Refuge, and the very real fallout of siege- gone- wrong. 

In the American lexicon there are a select few proper nouns that evoke events that 
have traumatized the American conscious. Pearl Harbor, Vietnam, Gettysburg, and 
Benghazi, all hold meaning far beyond their definition or location. Waco is among 
them. The siege of the Branch Davidians by the ATF and FBI near Waco, TXexas has 
burrowed into American subconscious so thoroughly it is hard to truly measure the 
effect of the event into itself. The siege defined an era of American domestic terror
ism and controversial federal action. What started as an armed standoff morphed into 
shooting match. From the gunfight, a siege emerged and after 53 days, 76 people had 
lost their lives. The siege was a massacre. The federal agents given charge of the were 
eager to resolve the situation through use of force and on their own terms. The strong 
arm strategy cost the lives of many children. 

Equally infamous in American mythology is the fable of the Ruby Ridge. What was 
initially an investigation regarding alleged threat of ass_assination turned into what 
can only be described as a national tragedy. The federal agents dispatched to capture 
the wanted man but ended up killing a fourteen year old boy, a mother holding a ten 
month old baby, and the family dog. The Wwounded Kknee incident in 1973 ended 
with four dead after a siege by the FBI, and in 2001 the standoff at the Rainbow farm 
in Michigan ended with two dead. The use of force to end standoffs has clearly not 
worked toat resolveing the conflicts. Contrarily, the Montana Freemen Standoff in 
1994 was resolved with no deaths of aAgents orf suspects by placing a stronger empha
sis on negotiation than on strength of arms. 

Before action is taken to resolve the conflict, understanding the situation is key. 
The specifics of the standoff in Oregon are troubling, and the implication terrifying. 
The mean that the occupation has attracted are bad news. They are anti-government, 
right wing, militia members, many are ex-military, and all are well armed. The number 
of protesters paired with the heavy armaments they posses makes a gunfight highly 
inadvisable. If the situation in Oregon becomes a shooting match, a lot of people could 
die. 
The final consideration of the standoff does not regard the standoff itself,-but rather 
the fallout. If the occupation turns violent, what will the response be? In the past, a 
very profound response has been offered to sieges gone bad. The man who offered the 
response was Timothy McVeigh, and he altered America's impression of itself beyond 
repair. McVeigh, and ex soldier, was outraged by what he believed was rampant use of 
federal power in the Waco and Ruby Rridge sieges. Prior to his attack on Oklahoma 
City he attempted to kill Lon Horiuchi, an FBI sniper who saw action at both Waco 
and Ruby Ridge. His actions left 168 dead, and remains the largest death toll to a do-
mestic terrorist in American history. The Oregon protesters have support by veterans 
and anarchists across the country. Use of force, however appealing to our sensibilities 
of justice, could invest in future violence and domestic radicalism. 

Obama's State of Rebuttal 
Nick Hanser/ Assistant Sports Editor On Jan. 20 president Obama de-

livered his final State of the Union 
Address of his two terms. Immediately after the speech, the response to 
what president Obama had said was given by Nikki Haley, a member of 
the Republican party and South Carolina Governor. 

Haley started by calling out president Obama on his lack of effort in 
dealing with the still-mounting national debt and what she described as 
the "greatest threat our nation has faced since 9/11:' But in saying this, 
did say that the blame does not all lie with the Democrats of Washington 
and t!Iat Republicans need to realize the truth if we are to advance as a 
nation. This is a step in the right direction for the hopes of uniting the 
two parties in some form or fashion. Though to most, this may seem 
impossible with a Republican majority Congress and the current presi
dency being held by a Democrat. 

Haley went on to talk about her childhood as an Indian immigrant 
and how that has shaped her own view of America and its opportunities. 
She then talked about how easy it is, in a time of insecurity, to put blame 
upon others and follow the angry calls of the many. This may have been 
geared at Republican front-runner, Donald Trump and his calls to shut 
our borders entirely at the threat of terrorism. However, it did provide a 
different sort of Republican view than most are used to. 

After speaking on external threats facing our nation, Haley went on 
to discuss one of the greatest issues that the US has been faced with in . 
many years: domestic gun violence and mass shootings. Haley did not 
offer up any solutions to this problem but more just conveyed how her 
and her fellow South Carolina citizens worked through attacks on their 
own ground. Though there may be no real solution. in sight, it was a 
lackluster coverage of what, to most Americans, is the the greatest threat 
we face on a daily basis. · 

After this, Haley provided her thoughts on the Obamacare program 
and how she thinks that it should be disbanded through the Republican 
majority Congress. Haley provided her own ambiguous idea for a solu
tion that in her view, would work much better for those who are a part 
of Obamacare. It was very progressive to approach a social program with 
another social program that she thinks will work better. 

Haley ended her response by approaching possible improvements 
that could be made to-our military. She wants to show the world, " ... that 
America seeks peace, but when we fight wars, we win them:' This was 
said amongst Haley making mention of the Israel and Palestine conflict 
which is another huge point of interest for America with one of our allies 
being in danger. 

With a Republican majority Congress and a strong Republican pres
ence in the coming 2016 election, Haley's ideals, or something close to 
them, may become a reality in coming years. 


