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Thus far, 2016 has been the year of the dying celebrity. Music icons, and beloved actors have passed away from health complications of varying proportions. Each indi- -
vidual celebrity inspired millions of people in their own individual way. Their art ranging from boundaries of image, to acts oflove, to the simple beauty oftaking in nature. 
Here, we honor just a few of those who have passed, and left inspiration in their wake. 
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ALAN RICKMAN 
Best known for his roles as Hans Gruber in Die Hard, and 

Severus Snape in the Harry Potter Franchise, Alan Rickman 
was a British actor and director who died January 14th, 2016 
after a long, hard fought battle with pancreatic cancer. Born 
on February 21, 1946 in London, England, Rickman started 
a graphics design studio, through which, after much success, 
he came to realize that acting was indeed his true calling, thus 
pursuing a career in live theatre. After gaining much notoriety 
as a thespian, Rickman went on to play a wide variety of roles 
in films, often as unsympathetic or villainous characters, a type 
casting which came after his stellar performance in Die Hard. 
Rickman was one of the most popular villainous characters 
of his time, his deep and borderline threatening voice was 
iconic, and made him recognizable across the cinematic world. 
Although he often played the villain, Rickman was a kind man, 
as noted by the multiple social media outcries from his fellow 
actors. He was not only an actor, but a hUm.anitarian. He had 
a profound impact on social issues, commenting on feminism, 
and the refugee crisis in Syria. His last known work, actually, 
was a voiceover on a youtube video trying to raise money for 
refugees. The world lost a treasure in Alan Rickman, but his 
m"oir will livP nn "lw"v~ 
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DAVID BOWIE 
David Jones, known better for his stage name in David 

Bowie, passed away on January lOth, 2016 from cancer. He 
was 69 years old. Bowie was a titan in the world of music, 
starting his music career in 1963 in London. His first hit, 
"Space Oddity" brought him to relevance in 1969. He was an 
icon in the fashion world, constantly bringing forward new 
looks, and different clothing that would test the borders of 
what "fashion" was perceived as. He is also known for his 
fixation with outer space, and the secrets it held. He developed 
an alter ego in the 1970s known famously as "Ziggy Stardust". 
Bowie is known best for his hits in "Space Oddity", "Heroes", 
"Let's Dance''; "Ziggy Stardust" and countless others. Bowie 
was also famous for his collaborations with other musicians, 
such as his rendition of"Across the Universe" with John 
Lennon, and his legendary vocal additions on Queen's "Under 
Pressure" His dying work, the album "Blackstar" (continu-
ing his theme of space), which was released only several days 
prior to his death, shot to. number 1 on the charts, knocking 
Adele's seemingly unstoppabl~ "25" from it's reigning posi
tion. Bowie was an inspiration to many, and a space alien to 
all. The music world lost a lightning bolt when he left for other 
o~l~YiPc;: 
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GLENN FREY 
Glenn Frey was a founding member of the Eagles. He was 

born in Detroit Michigan, and died 67 years later on January 
I. 8th, 2016 due to intestinal complications. Frey founded the 
Eagles with Don Henley in 1971 after bouncing around the 
Southern California music business. The Eagles went on to 
become one of the bestselling groups of all time. Frey was a 
hugely impactful songwriter in the rock world for much of 
his life, writing songs such as "Peaceful Easy Feeling", "New 
Kid in Town", "Already Gone", "Tequila Sunrise", and "Take 
it Easy". "Take it Easy" yielded the first commercial success 
for the Eagles, and put them on the map as a noteworthy band. 
Glenn Frey toured with the Eagles up until about 6 months 
prior to his death, which came as something of a sudden shock 
to his fans, as his problems were fast acting, and not publi
cised. Frey was a dreamer for the Eagles, one of the creative 
minds that contributed to the maturation of their music over 
time. Not only was he highly creative, but he was also instru
mental in the reunification of the Eagles to continue touring a 
decade after their breakup. Glenn Frey was a talented guitarist, 
·a gifted singer, and a perennial songwriter. The kind that come 
around only once in blue moon, with a million stars all around. 


