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14 Sports 
Let's Get A Little Bit Rowdy 

It's a longstanding tradition at Hellgate High School to have 
a rowdy student section. Student sections across the state are 
loud, fun, cheerful, and spirited, but He ligate stands are apart 
as the the most rowdy. Students have gotten perhaps too rowdy 
in the past, with the famous "free the five" movement that 
occurred last fall when several students who had perhaps too 
much fun at a volleyball game were barmed. Overall, though, 
chants of the Hellgate student section have gotten better, 
and not without the fans losing their spirit. There are not the 
outright obscene chants of yesteryear, however, there are some 
fringe chants that are in danger of being revoked. Chants such 

as "nuts and bolts", and "pluck the Eagles." ~voking these 
chants could be an overstep on the spirit of the Hellgate student 
section, and cause more trouble than if they were simply let be . 

The fact of the matter is that the chants of which I speak 
don't hurt anybody, or if they do, it's in a very minor way. 
There have certainly been chants in the past which have been 
hurtful, and derogatory to a group of people. "I have heard very 
offensive chants, right over me from our school. Things such 
as yelling 'Purple Faggots' over me, a coach who identifies as 
LGBT," commented volleyball coach Christine Hiller-Claridge. 
It's chants such as these that have the right to be banned, and 
for the most part, they have died out. There are still chants 
that cross some lines, that have been chanted recently, such as 
" What's your Tmder?" A chant calling reference to a dating 
app, and was directed at a girl on an opposing volleyball team, 
but administration has been swift to tamper down the blatantly 
offencive chants such as these. 

But now, they're trying to take the censorship a step further. 
The chants that don't hurt any one particular person, but still 
give an edge to the game are what create such a spirited atmo
sphere. They aren't necessarily the most positive chants, but 
positivity is not necessarily the driving factor behind taking in a 
basketball, or volleyball game. Hellgate students are rooting for 
Hellgate to win, which means, transitively, that they're rooting 
for the opposing team to lose. Sports aren't all about positivity. 

Maybe in a team fashion, where you rally together, and good 
sportsmanship between teams is of great importance, but at the 
end of the day, you want to beat the other team. If coaches are 
aiJowed to argue with refs, then the student sections should be 
able to express dissatisfaction over a call. To take away the fun 
chants would be bad for everybody, "To take away chanting I 
think would be harmful, or detrimental to sporting events at our 
school. I think we need to rebuild the culture around chanting; 
teach our students what is and isn't appropriate," said Claridge. 

What is and isn't appropriate is the line that is hard to toe. 
Student sections can get too "spirited", and have a significantly 
negative impact. "The crowd can quickly become out of control 
with their chants, and it's unfortunate that that happens, it takes 
away from the game," added Claridge. But is" uts and Bolts" 
too out of hand? The chants may be obscene at times, sure, 
but they're done with a level of tact that should make it okay. 
"Pluck the Eagles" is more creative than it is harmful, and in no 
way does it ever directly harm anybody. 

Taking away chants from the Hellgate student section would 
be a mist~e in that the atmosphere of Hellgate sporting events 
would be severely harmed, and would no longer be a place for 
students to come, root, blow off steam, and have a good time. 
Chants shouldn't go anywhere, but if they do, nuts and bolts, 
nuts and bolts, we're getting screwed. 
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ac trauc 1to r ' " 1e ·th · · · · · lin ment, Wl tts excttement, mtngue, cnpp g sorrow 
and overwhelming jubilance, is on the horizon. As 

fans plod up and down overflowing concourses, fi le through entrance gates, are told 
the location of their seats and enter into a sea of colors, mascots, bands and.athletes, 
an incomparable atmosphere that fosters the improbable and "dispels the conventional 
gets a little more intense. The classic, refined blast of music that serves as a monoto
nous, yet exhilarating reminder of the chaos and bedlam to come permeates earbuds 
and speakers across the country as the CBS family of networks lights up its intimi
datingly unique introduction song. The spectacle is dubbed March Madness, but that 
doesn't quite harness the dominion of power that the extravaganza holds. People 
foam at the mouth for the sports-fueled sensory overload that leaves some fans 
somberly dragging their feet back up the same stairs they confidently trekked down 
previously and others nmning and jumping into the nex-t round. 

The typically sure-fire 2 and 3 seeds have had their reputation muddled in recent 
years, punctuating the utter pandemonium that the tournament embodies. Georgia 
Southern, behind a stellar 16-point performance from R.J. Hunter, came back from a 
56-44 deficit with a mere 2:54 remaining to send the 3 seed Baylor Bears careening 
out of the competition last season. On the same day, and just prior to the tip of Geor
gia Southern's improbable victory, the University of .Aiabama-Birmingham (UAB) 
creeped past the 3 seed Iowa State Cyclones by a score of60-59. Several brackets 
were tossed in the trash, burned, run through the paper shredder and unforgivingly 
ripped..among other disposal practices, as a result of Georgia Southern and UAB 
winning their games by a combined two points. In all likelihood, and against most 
odds, the same methods will be resorted to this year. What teams will wreak havoc 
on office pools and knot the brains of those brave enough to put ink to brackets this 

UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII 
Perched at the peak of the typically mundane and nondescript Big West Conference are the Hawaii Rainbow 

Warriors, who haven't been to the Big Dance since 2002. Eran Ganot, who spent several years on Randy 
Bennett's staff at Saint Mary's (CA), has guided Hawaii to a 20-3 record (9-1 in conference) in his first year as 
coach. Forward Stefan Jankovic, a junior from Mississauga, AB, Canada, headlines a fairly balanced scoring 
attack for the 'BO'oi-"S, averaging 14.8 points and 6.5 rebounds per game. Unlike Monmouth, Hawaii didn't bend 
over backwards to challenge itself in nonconference play, although wins over evada and Auburn - along with 
a narrow three-point loss against Oklahoma- didn't necessarily hurt them. Provided they win the Big West 
Tournament, the 'Bows should land a high double-digit seed. 

ARKANSAS-LITTLE ROCK 
The Trojans, who hail from the Sun Belt Conference - which sent Georgia State to the tournament last year, 

have racked up a 22-3 record (12-2 in conference) under first-year coach Chris Beard. Non-conference road 
victories over San Diego State, Tulsa and Idaho add a bit of flare to an otherwise bland resume. The Trojans 
rely heavily on guards Marcus Johnson and Josh Hagins- both averaging just over 12 points a game- on the 
offensive side of the ball. If they can hold off Louisiana-Lafayette, who currently lurks two games back, the 
Trojans may be able to rekindle the success they had in the early season at San Diego State and Tulsa in the 
opening stages of the tournament · 

MONMOUTH UNIVERSITY 
Coach King Rice, an ex-North Carolina Tar Heel in his fifth year commandeering the program, put his 

Hawks through a wringer with their nonconference schedule. With an RPI (Rating Percentage Index- a 
measure of strength of schedule and performance against it) of 40, they 've played one of the toughest schedules 
of any team in the country. They've knocked off Notre Dame, USC, UCLA, Georgetown and Drexel in non
conference play and sit atop the Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference {MAAC) with a record of22-5 ( 14-2 in 
conference). Most pundits have Monmouth as a double-digit seed, but that shouldn't deter the Hawks, their 
lively bench- which has garnered more attention than the team's success, or Rice. 


