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What are your thoughts on MCPS pulling the Willard Wire paper? 
"I guess I disagree with both the publication and the pulling of the paper by MCPS. It was really ~cessary for 

the writers to not only publish an article with lewd images displayed on the front, but it was also sort of necessitat
ing the action of the MCPS administration. I don't know how the writers of the willard wire could've thought that 
MCPS would do anything else but that. That being said, I fully support the 'Free The Nipple' movement, I think 
that most of the ideas and sentiment behind most of the articles in the newspaper were very noble, even if they were 
poorly executed. because of that, I think that MCPS doesn't really have any justifiable reason to pull the newspaper 
besides what's written into their codes and rules and regulations." 
What about the suspension of the principal as a result of the publication? 

"I think the suspension of the principal was unfair. No one could have expected that she would be· watching with close detail the writers 
and editors of a freelance newspaper that apparently doesn't even get school district funding, at least according the staff of the Wrre. It's not 
like she could be micromanaging that. While I think it's the action MCPS could take, not wanting to get sued by any of those Willard Wire 
staffers. Which I think it was unfair, as it was the actions of the staffers that caused the principal to get suspended, and I think that they can 
refuse to acknowledge because they'd like to see themselves as white-knights, martyrs, that sort of thing." 

What are your thoughts on MCPS pulling the Willard Wire paper? 
"I think they had a legal responsibility to do that, due to the fact that it did, indeed, contain lewd photos. 

Personally I don't think they did anything wrong, if they didn't have to take in any of the legal repercussions 
of doing this. However, I don't think they should have pulled the paper. It's kinda making a double standard 
for what can be seen and distributed and the kind of opinions people can foilll based on whatever weird social 
restrictions in the type of things students are putting out in the paper." 
What about the suspension of the principal as a result of the publication? 

"I think that was way too far. I think tliey made their point enough in pulling the newspaper. I don't know 
personally if the principal had a lot of oversight in the publication of that paper, but I would say that no one 
got hurt, and it's really not as big of a deal-as they're making it. I think that the staff's response in claiming 
'this is only the beginning' is really immature. I think that they also made their point enough in distributing 

the papers to other schools. It's not helping their case at all, it's really just exacerbating the negative opinions against the staff." 

What are your thoughts on MCPS pulling Jhe Willard Wire paper? 
"I think it's ridiculous. I think the school district has obvious proof that the entire article was okay; 

that they preserved confidentiality statements from the people who were in the picture. It was inap
propriate for the school district to actually get rid of the article instead of supporting it. I thought that 
the content of the article was all really empowering. 1 thought it was a really good piece about the idea 
of 'Free the Nipple' I don't think it was offensive at all, because people have been using the excuse 
that "'Freshmen and younger kids are too immature to see this' but most people in the United States 
see pornography for the first time when their II years old, so I don't think it's something new and the 
nipples were covered up completely. Everything in the article was appropriate, nothing was directly 
offensive towards anyone." 

What about the suspension of the principal as a result of the publication? 
"I think I see where the superintendent was coming from, because he had to show that he was taking some action for the people that were 

complaining. I also think that it was kinda ridiculous because the principal didn't force the kids to do this. The Willard staff took all of it 
into their own hands, looked up all the information themselves, etc. The principal made it clear that this was the staff's project not hers, so 
I don't see why the principal got dragged into it. I encourage people to keep writing articles like that because we need to stop ignorance." 

Teacher & Fonner Willard Teacher 
What are your thoughts on MCPS pulling the Willard Wire paper? 
"I think it was a perfectly brilliant plan if they wanted to guarantee that everyone in Missoula would talk about the 
issue. If they were trying to stifle free speech, _they failed miserably. All they did was make it a bigger issue, so I 
think the kids at Willard made their point. 
What about the suspension of the principal as a result of the publication? 
"Suspending her based on her being supportive of her students and their well-researched paper? I think that was 
shortsighted on their part, and again it's kinda like the controversy last year when the legislature decided that yoga 
pants should be illegal because they're 'too revealing.' It's another one of those cases where maybe there was some 
overreaction. If they wanted to say 'Hey, you know what, we really should deal with this.,' then they should have 
said that than given her a suspension. I've read the article, so I can tell you as an advisor for that, I can they had all 

their ducks in a row; they covered faces, all of the people were pictured were 18 and older and had a right to give consent, they blacked out 
on the front so it wasn't sensationalism, the nipples they did show were in context. The only thing I would object to is the interviews with 
the students when they dropped F-bombs is to say 'You know, this is going to go out to everyone else, can we edit those out' That's the only 
thing that was objectionable. When the journalism dean at the University picks it up and republishes it and talks about what an amazing job 
of journalism these kids did, I think that says it all." 
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