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Germany, and its Waning Hospitality for Migrants 
Grant Porter /Assistant Features Editor As refugees from war torn Syria just trying to gain some safety from a wartorn home. 

as well as many other middle eastern The German people have every right to close their borders at this point, 
and African countries pour into Europe to seek asylum and a respite from since the incident in Cologne the German police have asked anybody that 
the constant uncertainty of their old environment, a few key issues have has experienced sexual harassment or assault to come forward and count-
arisen. Most notably in Cologne, Germany, involving the sexual assault of less women besides the ones in Cologne have come forward. Sympathy 
many women by drunken and drugged up crowds of men, many of them for these refugees should be high but because of the acts of some of them 
migrants. The police were powerless against the mob of men that had many Europeans have every right to turn the cold shoulder. That's how 
swarmed the train station as they were completely undermanned and un- the world works. Cry about it if you wish, but the acts of the few turn the 
derprepared. One reason for this was that traditionally most of the revelry hearts of the many. What should be a unified effort to help these refugees 
and wild antics they had to deal with are on the bank of the Rhine river is going to turn into the refugees being shoved shoved screaming out of 
where a large display of fireworks is set off each year. The mob that was the countries they have spent their entire fortune and countless days in 
harassing and assaulting women was in the city's train station, comically unimaginable circumstances to get to. Unfortunately the countries these 
close to the river where the majority of the police were. The police only had refugees are in would be justified in this behaviour. Never has the saying 
142 officers out that night and the 1500 man mob far outnumbered the don't bite the hand that feeds you been more prevalent. 
cops. Bringing the story to light is not the purpose of this article however; Drunken revelry on New Years Eve has become customary almost every-
it's to study the issue of sexual assault and harassment as a result of the where in the world these days, but being belligerent and a public menace 
refugee crisis raging all over Europe. is never going to be okay anywhere and the fact that the situation in 

The fact that these refugees are just throwing the hospitality of the Cologne went as far as it did just shows the complete underpreparedness 
German people back in their faces is nothing short of astounding. The of the Cologne authorities when they knowingly had a different situation 
German, people whether they like the decision to take in the brunt of the as far as the refugees go than other years. If refugees want to fall into 
refugees, have done a great job taking on this massive load. The decisions open arms instead of spikes they have to act according to the law, it's that 
of some of these migrants is going to ruin it for every other migrant who is simple. 

Zika is not on Fleeka 
Cy BurchenayEditorials Editor Throughout history there has been no 

greater adversary of man than disease. The 
fear of disease is bested only by fear of God in Judeo Christian theolo
gy. Disease is referred in the bible as an act of God himself, and further 
represented as a divine figure in his riding among the Four horsemen of 
the Apocalypse. The fear of disease has evolved alongside our under
standing of disease. The sunken dread people once felt at the mention 
of influenza now marks the diagnosis of cancer. Even as deadly diseases 
become extinct, the horror implied by AIDS, Rabies, or Ebola is very 
real and very present. As we learn more about disease we have histori
cally modified habits, even deeply ingrained ones. Condoms are now 
commonplace, washing hands is a social norm, and smoking is widely 
considered a bad move. Mannerisms will also evolve to accommodate 
the potential threat of the Zika virus. 

In 2013 the favored infectious pariah was Ebola, which was in the 
middle of a highly visible outbreak in west Africa. This highly visible 
disease made headlines across the world, and while it didn't supply 
quite the apocalypse that sensationalists were predicting, it did offer 
some insight into the response by nation states to contain a viral out
break. Jump ahead to early 2016, a viral body called Zika runs ram
pant in the world's subtropical areas. The virus itself is comparable to 
Malaria, in that it is transmitted by mosquitos. Unlike Malaria, which 
can be prevented both medicinally and practically (IE malaria pills 

and mosquito nets), Zika can not be countered with medicine. The true 
danger ofZika is not the possibility ofkilling the host, but the large cor
relation between pregnant mothers infected with Zika and children born 
with birth defects such as microcephaly. Microcephaly is a birth defect 
affecting the skull and brain. Due to underdevelopment of the skull, the 
brain is much smaller among people suffering from microcephaly than 
normally developed people. Those who suffer from microc~phaly often 
require care for their entire lives. Beyond being spread by mosquitos, 
Zika virus can be found in saliva and urine, as well as placenta. Zika is · 
effectively an STD as well as a ~iral parasite. 

Because of the strong correlation between Zika and microcephaly; it 
can be assumed that nations' relationships with abortions will be affect
ed as Zika babies become more common. Abortion rates are obviously 
disproportionately higher among fetuses with developmental disabilities 
like Down Syndrome than healthy fetuses. In western Europe, fetuses 
with Down Syndrome were at 92%, while in the US 67% of pregnan
cies were terminated. 

The same mosquitos that carry Zika in Latin America exist naturally 
in the US. As Zika infection becomes more of a reality in the US, steps 
will be taken to reduce a possibly disproportionate amount of children 
born with disabilities. This is not an endorsement of eugenics. There 
is no opinion here stating whether or not I believe it is right or wrong. 
Merely what evidence indicates. 


