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Coming and Going: Cultural
Donal Lakatua / News Editor Danny McKay/Assistant News Editor

Three students from China, Vietnam, and India came to Hell- 
gate this week to share their culture with high schoolers and dis
cuss the differences that they have seen and adjusted to coming 
from Asia to America.

In an open interview, Yu Xia from China, Beng from Viet
nam, and Gaurav 
from India were 
asked about their 
times adjusting, 
what they missed 
about home, 
what they like 
about the US and 
the impressions 
they gained from 
being here. Being 
Diversity Week, 
it was a celebra
tion of differences

in culture and the 
students spoke 
of their old lives

Yu Xi (left), Beng (center) and Gaurav (right) provided 
amazing insight to their experiences as students from 
another nations. (Photo by Koby Silverman)

Exchange at Diversity Week
he went to this year. Yu Xia, grew up in a rural area where hik
ing would be pointless after a day of work in the fields, but she has 
learned to love it during her time in Missoula.

All three students vocalized how wrong the stereotypes that they 
received from America are. Beng made it clear that he does not eat 
cats. Yu expressed that Chinese people aren’t born smart and al
though she can solve problems faster than most of her friends with 
a calculator “the story behind it is not fun”she said. “You don’t only 
see snake charmers,” said Gaurav.

Gaurav, Yu, and Beng’s eating experience in America has not 
been the highlight, all men
tioned McDonald’s being better 
in Asia, and all mentioned they 
were forced to learn to cook for 
themselves. When asked what 
they missed most? Food.

Usifu Bangura, Hellgate 
alumni, gave a speech and 
answered questions in a a semi
nar about his experiences and 
plans for the future. Bangura is 
Sierra Leonean, and was given 
up for adoptian by his parents
when he was very young. He was able to avoid growing up in a civil 
war, that raged in Sierra Leone from 1991 - 2002. At 19, and after 
getting back in contanct with his family, he plans to return and pro
vide aid to his village of origin and his people.

Having raised $ 2,000, he has headed to Sierra Leone with life 
straws and a mission to reconnect with his culture. Having stressed 
the importance of the cultural divisions and experiences he’s had 
growing up in the U.S. he expressed the idea of foundign a non
profit, promoting cross border development and cooperation between 
the United States and Sierra Leonean villages. Usifu’s maturity and 
professionalism were admirable and far beyond his years.

Usifu poses before heading off to Salt Lake 
City en route to Freetown. Sierra Leone. 
(Photo by Koby Silverman)

with an excitement to share about their homes.
Differences in respect in the US came as a surprise to all

three of them, they had to adjust to a culture of first name calling. 
Being in the US has taught all three about their own countries, Yu 
Xia said “viewing China from a distance has made it clearer.”
Living in an entirely different country requires changing your life
style, Gaurav from India said he “feels more responsible” since he’s 
lived in the US.

Entertainment is a hugely different in Asia compared- to 
America,“I was on top of the world,” said Gaurav about a Griz game
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