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Marching in March: Solidarity for Refugees
y/Danny McKay/ Assistant News Editor The Montana Human Rights Network 

organized protest events statewide on March 
first with a message to ‘Stand Against

Violence, Fear and Hate’. This led to peaceful demonstrations around the state, both 
against and in support of the resettlements. The imperative relocation of millions of 
refugees who have been displaced by the Syrian civil war and other conflicts in the 
Middle East is a well known issue, and the United States has put minimal effort into
providing a place for those refugees compared to ________________________________
most European countries.

Naturally the question of the US’ actual 
responsibility to get involved in the matter is 
creating widespread disagreement and was the 
main motivation for Tuesday night’s rally. Accord
ing to The Wall Street Journal, the US has taken 
in 10,000 Syrians which is insignificant relative 
to the three million that could be forced out of the 
Middle East by 2017, a number that’s been esti
mated by the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees.

Organizers of the event estimate that 700 
Missoulian activists met at the XXXs in downtown 
Missoula and walked along Higgins singing songs 
and carrying posters and candles. The group met 
at Caras Park where leaders of the Jeannette 
Rankin Peace Center and Soft Landing Missoula 
gave speeches on why acceptance is important and 
how it would benefit many.

Among the crowd were Hellgate students, 
junior Leonie Lowisch said that she attended 
the rally because, “It’s important that people 
get aware of what’s going on and start organizing 
themselves and start getting politically engaged.”
Lowisch is a German exchange student spending the year in Missoula. At home, she’s 
helped organized refugee rallies and houses refugees in her apartment in Berlin.
The crisis is widespread and affects populations around the world on a political and 
personal level.

One of the motivations for the rally was a number of threats received by Soft 
Landing, the organization dedicated to bringing refugees into Missoula, as well as 
the rest of Montana. The events of March 1st were meant to help Missoulians learn 
to embrace the issue at hand, and inform them the community of ways they can help. 
Soft Landing’s role in the refugee crisis largely started in September of this year 
when Mary Poole, a Missoula local took initiative to help millions in need by starting

the organization which is centered around the objective of creating a community able 
to accept refugees. Soft Landing has been working to reopen the Refugee Resettle
ment Office in Missoula.

In November of last year, the International Rescue Committee (IRC) visited Mis
soula to research the community*s ability to accept refugees. Refugees need a strong 
support system; they are restarting their lives in a new culture with new language, 
with only what they could carry from their unstable homes. When individuals are
_____________________________ _ forced out of their homes, they lack necessities and

resources. Food, clothing and hygiene are all needed 
by refugees and nex, they need jobs. A community 
must be generous and willing to help these people 
and the attendance at the rally was a positive mes
sage that so many are willing to help provide that 
support system. Much smaller than the pro-refugee 
march, there was another side to the protest. 
Montana, like anywhere else, is certainly not a popu
lation who believes entirely that the state could ben
efit from helping the refugees. In February, Dee and 
John Gibney sat in front of the Missoula courtyard 
with signs reading; “they rape kill destroy” and “they 
hate Christians jews women gays” at an ati-refugee 
protest where more than 100 people attended to pre
vent Montana from accepting refugees. This wing of 
the anti-movement started on Facebook as a ‘Call To 
Action’, the page got 1,500 follows within four days. 
The strength of that earlier protest however was far 
more than last week’s, only a few people showed up 
with signs rejecting refugees, and those that did, did 
so peacefully.

Sarah Hendryx (left) and Leonie Lowisch (center) march in the Stand The protest proceeded with ease compared to oth- 
Against Violence, Fear and Hate, (photo courtesy of Andrew Graham) ers that have taken place worldwide. In January this 

year, 200 protesters associated with “PEGIDA,” a far- 
right organization against the so- called ‘Islamization of the West’ took to the streets 
of Leipzig Germany. They began setting off fireworks and breaking windows and 
vandalizing the neighborhood as it progressed into more of a riot. The police arrested 
PEGIDA supporters and put them in a bus, which was then attacked by left wing 
members showing the true clash of ideologies and that passion has been running 
high in Europe. Lowisch is used to cops filling the streets when protesters gather and 
said, “It was weird because people were standing next to each other with such differ
ent opinions but it was really peaceful...that was nice.” In Missoula, the rally was a 
local effort to get Montana residents aware of the issues at hand.
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