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It's April, and that means that the NBA regular season 
is drawing to a close; meaning that for teams like the 
the Denver Nuggets, Orlando Magic, Phoenix Suns, and 
surprisingly, Washington Wizards and Chicago Bulls, 
there will be no more basketball to watch until October. 
This, however, does not mean that basketball stops~ 
Basketball· never stops. The playoffs this year look like 
they'll be incredibly interesting with goliaths in the 
West where Stephen Curry's Golden State Warriors and 
Kawhai Leonard's San Antonio Spurs will likely meet 
worthy challengers in Kevin Durant's Oklahoma City 
Thunder and Chris Paul's Los Angeles Clippers. The 
Warriors, who now hold the record for most wins in a 
single se~on, are a terrifying balance of high powered 
offense, and lock down defense, with rim protectors An
drew Bogut and Festus Ezili, and wing lockdowns Dray
mood Green, Andre Iguodala, and Klay Thompson. The 
Warriors are known for their three point shooting, but 
where they really defeat defenses is in their unbelievable 
ball movement. If there is an open shot, the Warriors 
will find it. To the dismay of the rest of the NBA, the 
Spurs have evolved into a younger team once again with 
LaMarcus Aldridge and superstar Kawhi Leonard now 
leading the team as opposed to the dinosaurs Tony Park
er and Tim Duncan. Both the Thunder and the Clippers 
have things to prove in the postseason as well. Kevin 
Durant is going to keep scoring, and Russell Westbrook 
is going to continue rebounding, assisting, and dunking 
at an unprecedented rate, but will it be enough? To con
tend in the west the Thunder will have to find some way 
to rise above their already high level of play. The Clip
pers are in the same boat; they're good, but they aren't 
great. God knows Chris Paul has done everything in his 
power to elevate the Clippers game, so the responsibil
ity lands on the shoulders of the recently returned Blake 
Griffin, and the Clipper bench. In the East, interesting 
matchups can also be found with anybody facing the al
ways intriguing Cleveland Cavaliers attempting to play 

organized, non-isolation basketball. There are very few 
legitimate ch~lengers to the Cavaliers in the weakened 
Eastern Conference, even with the flaws the team faces, 
but the Toronto Raptors, and LeBron James' old team 
the Miami Heat prove to be two possible teams to keep 
Cleveland honest. The return of floor stretching, defence 
playing DeMarre Carroll should help create space for 
rim assassins DeMar DeRozan and Jonas Valanciunas . 
to spur on the offence, under the supervision of do-ev
erything point guard Kyle Lowry. The Heat are a harder 
team to get a beat on, predominantly because of the 
uncertainty surrounding the health of Chris Bosh, who 
has been having problems with blood clots, and has been 
out for most of the second half of the season. There has 
been speculation on the possibility that he would make 
a return for the playoffs; which, if he did, would greatly 
strengthen the Heat in their title chase. Until then, the 
Heat will likely roll with leaning on their next best play
ers being !ill aging Dwyane Wade either putting out 27 
points, or 13 points, an unpredictable Hassan White
side who will create an iron barrier around the rim on 
defence, but has had temper and attitude problems in the 
past, Goran Dragic who is a proven scorer, but has had 
trouble doing so consistently in Miami, and Joe Johnson 
who adds length, and scoring ability. 

But the playoffs aren't the only things basketball 
fans have to look forward to. The NBA draft and free 
agency in past years has been incredibly exciting. The 
2016 draft will turn attention to the lesser winning teams 
of the year in the Los Angeles Lakers, Philadelphia 
76ers, Minnesota Timberwolves, and Phoenix Suns. 
The projected No. 1 pick in the draft, small forward Ben 
Simmons has been the topic of much conversation. As a 
monster rebounder, physical specimen, and skilled pass
er, there's a lot to like about Simmons, who has drawn 
comparisons to LeBron James, but there's also a lot to 
not like. Simmons isn't an incredible defender, but more 
importantly, Simmons is an awful shooter; one of the 
most important attributes for a small forward in today's 
NBA. The projected second overall pick is Brandon 
Ingram, another small forward. Ingram is an elite scorer, 

, with a great jump shot, and good defense. The knocks 
on Ingram are on his body. He's incredibly skinny, and 
doesn't have a huge amount of muscular mass. Essen
tially, Simmons and Ingram are polar opposites. These 
two players, whichever way they fall, will likely end 
up in the hands of either the Lakers or the 76ers. After 
the top two players, the draft gets a little murky. The 
Timberwolves are poised to add to their already master
ful nucleus of young talent. With the projected fifth pick 
in the draft, the Timberwolves will likely look to add 
either a power forward, or a point guard to upgrade from 

their current floor general Ricky Rubio. Draft pundits 
have the Timberwolves likely taking Domantas Sabonis, 
a power forward out of Gonzaga who would offer high 
level scoring in the low post, as well as high quality re
bounding, or point guard Chris Dunn out of Providence, 
which would provide a top tier guard defence, and rim 
attacking. The Boston Celtics are in a unique situation 
in that they're in the playoffs this year, but also have a 
lottery pick from the Brooklyn Nets that is projected in 
the top five, with which they will likely be taking 7'3" 
Croatian prospect Dragan Bender, who is described as 
Kristaps Porzingis like. 

As far as free agency is concerned; the crown jewel, 
unless LeBron James decides to become the most hated 
player in any sport of all time, is Kevin Durant. The 
2014 MVP forward will be hotly pursued acr9ss the 
NBA. Possible landing places for Durant are the Okla
homa City Thunder, Washington Wizards, Los Angeles 
Lakers, and, yes, the. Golden State Warriors. The Lakers 
are only on the list because of their wallet, (the Lakers 
have more money to spend than any other team in 20 16 
free agency); the team is garbage, but the deal would be 
lucrative. The Wizards are in a worse position to sign 
Durant now more than ever, after missing the playoffs. 
But with pieces in place for a super star small forward 
to swoop in and save the day, Durant's hometown just 
may be able to bring him back. John Wall, and Bradley 
Beal make up an intriguing backcourt, while forward 
MarkieffMorris and center Marcin Gortat take the front 
lines, the spot in the middle of the line up is tailored for 
a Durant homecoming. The Warriors, unbelievably, have 
enough cap space to sign Durant if they cut Harrison 
Barnes, and Andrew Bogut, two players who would 
not be hard to say goodbye to for the sweet prize of the 
Durantula, especially with Festus Ezeli and Anderson 
Varejao completely capable of taking over the primary 
and bench Center roles. Oklahoma City's sell is that it 
has the players who helped make Durant great. Serge 
Ibaka and Russell Westbrook have been Durant's team
mates for years upon years, they've been to the finals 
together, and they're still good. Other free agency prizes 
include all-star Forward/Center AI Horford, whose 
primary suitors will likely be the Boston Celtics and At
lanta Hawks, Center Dwight Howard, who comes with 
a lot of baggage, and could possibly end up in Dallas 
or Milwaukee, and Point Guard Mike Conley who will 
likely be pursued by both the New York Knicks, and his 
home team the Memphis Grizzlies. 

The NBA season may be over for the year, but that 
doesn't mean that the NBA stops making news. In the 
coming months until October, there will be action on 
and off the hardwood. 


