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f Election and campaign reform has been a platform of presidential 

Democracy is founded on the shoulders of fair representation of the 
people. Thus, we as a society cannot take accusations of corruption 
and fraud lightly. In Arizona and Montana, democrats and republi
cans have respectively vocalized their concerns about the perceived 
faults in the voting system. In Arizona, the Arizona Republic report
ed on many faults, some voting centers being responsible for polling 
22,500+ people. 

Arizona Governor Doug Ducey called Tuesday's long lines "un
acceptable" and laid the blame on elections officials. Ducey signed 
the state budget last year that cut the funding counties needed to 
conduct the election, over the protests of county officials. The gover
nor also called for opening the presidential primary to all voters, a 
factor that added to the confusion as independents showed up, only 
to have to argue to get a ballot. Many were given provisional ballots 
since they weren't registered with a party; others said they were 
discouraged from getting ~ ballot. 

"Yesterday's fiasco demonstrates the urgent need for an indepen
dent and thorough law-enforcement investigation to safeguard one 
of the most sacred rights we have as citizens," he wrote to Lynch. 
"That's just wrong," the governor said in a statement. "If people 
want to take the time to vote they should be able to, and their vote 
should be counted." Ducey, who voted by mail, said elections officials 
must evaluate what went wrong and ensure it doesn't happen again 
- something Maricopa County Recorder Helen Purcell has said will 
happen. 

Even here in Montana, the Montana Republican party has 
thrown out allegations that there has been fraud within the elector
al process. Montana Secretary of State Linda McCulloch was quick 
to respond to the accusations, saying, ''Voting is the essence of our 
Democracy. It is a constitutional right that should never be denied 
to eligible Montanans, or infringed upon for political gain. 
As your secretary of state, it is my duty to ensure the integrity of 
Montana's elections by maintaining a system that is fair, honest, 
open, accurate and secure. For nearly four years, I have upheld my 
duty to protect your right to vote by pushing back every effort that 
would have made it more difficult to cast a ballot in Montana. 
Many have linked the GOP 'sensationalism' to attempts to place 
harsh restrictions on voter registration and limit access to absentee 
ballots. These efforts to change election law are nothing more than a 
deliberate attempt to deny eligible Montanans their right to vote. 

Nearly 46,000 Montanans have used late voter registration to 
vote in a statewide election; 20,000 have registered and voted on 
Election Day. 

candidate Bernie Sanders, but Arizona's situation has also served 
to elucidate the cracks beginning to form in the American voting 
system as a whole. The issue is that most Americans don't entirely 
know how the electoral process works, and the depressing reality of 
"your vote .doesn't matter" has begun to poison the ide 

The Electoral College is unnecessary. Few Americans understand 
how it works or why it exists. It mostly comes up in close elections 
where the popular vote won't decide the winner. The electoral col
lege was created in the 1800s as a compromise between two fac
tions, one wanting the popular vote to decide, and the other wanting 
Congress to decide. The rules for how electoral representatives are 
chosen and if they can vote for someone other than who their state's 
citizens voted for vary state to state. 

It's hard for some citizens to vote. People who have the hardest 
lives, including those working multiple jobs, the disabled, and single 
parents, struggle to make it to voting booths before they close. Many 
states allow absentee ballots to help citizens participate, but many 
do not. While we don't want to make it too easy to do something this 
important, some efforts should be made to simplify the process. Why 
not move a vague federal holiday like President's day to be on elec
tion day, so citizens can honor past presidents by voting for the next 
one. 

Confusing standards for qualifying to vote. As a result of no fed
eral rules for who can vote, each state has their own standard for 
what ID is acceptable or what qualifies. For example some states . 
allow convicted criminals to participate, others do not. 
Presidential debates are privately organized. Question: Who de
cides who gets to participate in pr~sidential debates and what the 
format is? The public? The Senate? U.S. Citizens? The answer is 
none ofthese. It's .a group of unelected officials, cbosen largely by 
the Republican and Democratic parties called the the Commission 
on Presidential Debates. The debates themselves are sponsored 
by corporations (though what this sponsorship means is unclear). 
The debates are the only public discourse between candidates and 
should be protected from partisan and other influences. 

It's impossible for most citizens to run for office. Obama and Rom
ney spent $933 .million and $841 million respectively in their 2012 
campaigns. While never an option for most citizens, the costs of 
running for office, including senate races, have increased, narrowing 
the demographics for who can participate. The test of who runs and 
wins increasingly has more to do with their bank account rather 
than their q1erits as a political leader. 


