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6 Editorials 
Are Refugees Hurting National Interests? 

. . Recently, the media has been overflow-

; 
. . . . The refugees are not gomg away. MaHie Steinberg/Guest Editorialist ing with news and updates concerning the 

Danny McKay Guest Ed•tonahst In many historical periods people . · · · · di= t 
rmgrant cns1s occurnng m many ueren 

have been bombed out of their homes European and Middle-Eastern countries: Not only are these countries facing 
and forced to the road, for the past ~ve years this has beert occurring in Syria some problems and ethical decisions, but so are countries countries completely 
and although the widespread media coverage in the west has provided most ·across the globe. The topic ofthe migrant crisis raises some questions about eth-
people an understanding of the issue. In recent months the overall coverage ics and where the lines should be drawn when decidi.Dg how many migrants and 
and support of the problem has slowed, but that does not indicate any solution. refugees a county should be obligated to take in. 

The UN Refugee Agency recently came out with a number that states in the One of the hardest decisions countries have to face is when they allow 
world there are 15.1 'refugees of concern,' 3 million of those being from Syria. migrants to take refuge in their country, are they more responsible for protect-
The Guardian addressed the fact that EU nations and other countries around ing their own citizens or is there a greater responsibility to help displaced and 
the world have slowed in efforts to help asylum seekers, partly due to a lack homeless people. It should be in every country's top priorities to help people 
of space, mostly because a lack of impact they actUally receive from millions who are in need, but if doing so puts the country's own citizens in danger there 
of refugees sitting in camps. The Turkish government has largely restricted is a greater responsibility for that country to help their people before attempting 
the once open border with Syria and is now only letting in traders or critically to help others. . 

injured people. Stinginess of the world's superpowers is starting to show as a . Although the Syrian migrant crisis is affecting many countries all around 
dangerous amount of refugees are left in war zones on the Syria-Turkey border. the world, European countries have a greater responsibility to help the refugees 

Efforts to help these people are starting to look more and more like feeding and people in need more than other countries like North America for example. 
a lion with a ten foot pole, the western world has shifted to making refugee Because of their close proximity to Syria and other Middle-Eastern countnes, 
camps bigger and better while the refugees patiently dream to get out of the it is more realistic and sensible for migrants to seek shelter from the war that is 
camps. For the time being, the solution is not Syria and the sooner we accept wreaking havoc on their homes artd countries in the wealthy European countries 
that the better. While 6.5 million remain in Syria and 3 million have fled to that aren't too far aw~y. Countries like France and Germany are located directly 
immediate neighbors, the amount of refugees that the western world has taken in the middle of the crisis, and it is their responsibility to do everything in their 
is simply insufficient. Under 150,000 (UNHCR) refugees are now located in ability to help the fleeing men, women and children seeking asylum and better 
Europe and the US pledged to take 10,000, which will hardly dent the issue. 
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Part of the failure for the world's countries to intervene and help the dis- Because of the recent terrorist attacks in Paris and Brussels, European coun-
placed is anti-refugee stigma created by fear mongering politicianS and radicals tries and citizens might be a bit more wary of accepting migrants because of 
who do not pay attention to statistics. The fact that Syria is a muslim ~ountry the risk of allowing potential terrorists into their country, but this fear is abnost 
and the current idea that muslims are terrorist is an ignorance gettmg in the unnecessary because out of the gigantic number of refugees seeking better lives, 
way of human aid in many areas of the world. Reasoning is not a strong part of a slim to none mnnber of these people are aiming to cause harm to the country 
the anti-muslim movement and the argument is full of gaps that can be proven that is offering them a chance at a new home and life away from the chaos they 
if anyone is willing to tell the truth. · . were fleeing from. 

According to Statista, 80% of the casualties resulting from terror attacks The handling of this crisis plays a role in the spreading of terrorism because 
occurred in the countries Iraq, Syria, Pakistan,.Afghanistan and Nigeria This of the fear that many people have toward migJ;.ants and refugees due to the 
statistic is a clear indication that what Americans and people around the west- unlikely fact that they could be ainiing to commit an act of terrorism after they 
em. world fear an anomaly, terror doesn't come with the people fleeing it. are granted asylum within a new country. As previously stated, this fear is n_?t an 

It cannot be denied that this world has violent places. Terrorist groups exist adequate reason te deny starving and homeless people a chance at a better life. 
and grow in strength every day, but if every American was thought of to be a The decision to accept or decline .migrants should be made based on a coun-
member of the KKK why would any area with African roots want us? It tak~ try's income level and what they can afford to give to people in need. Their first 
acceptance and education to distance ourselves from the fear of muslims that priority should be caring for and protecting the citizens that they already have, 
is growing in our country and tabloids and Trump are not helping that cause. but if there are leftover resources that a country has at their disposal, they should 
Xenophobia coming from a country built by immigration should be shameful, be put to use by helping migrants. 

but it is only increasing. _ In conclusion, this crisis should be handled seriously and with the intent 
The world continues to shut it's doors on the million without roofs over to help people in need. The migrants and refugees fleeing from a war in their 

their heads. Many politicians, leaders, and lawmakers are nowhere near allow- homeland won't succeed in their journey to a better life unless people from all 
ing it, the space is not an issue, the resources are not an issue, the acceptance is .around the world can help. · 
an issue. 


