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Death's Double Standards A Criticism on Criticism 

• . ~ . . . . In the last month there have been two 
Ann1e Zav1t:z Ass1stant Ed1tonals Ed1tor bl · ks th ld nota e. terronst attac across e wor ; 
a suicide bombing in Lahore, Pakistan on Easter, March 27, and the suicide bombings 
in Brussels, Belgium on March 22. 

The bombing in Lahore took at least 70 lives and hundreds were wounded. The 
attack was meant to target a minority group of Pakistani Christians on their holiday, 
Easter. An offshoot of the Tali ban has claimed responsibility for the bombing of a 
park that many Muslims as well as Christian's were at on Easter Sunday. 

In comparison, the Brussels attacks killed 31 and injured 230 in three suicide 
bombings, two in the Brussels airport and one at Maelbeek metro station. ISIS has 
claimed responsibility for the attacks, and the current theory is that the attackers were 
part of the same network as the Paris attacks from November 2015. 

One noticeable difference between the two attacks isn't which terrorist group 
- planned them, or even how many died. Despite having a higher death toll, the attack 

in Pakistan didn't garner nearly as much support or love as the-Brussels attacks did. 
Almost immediately, leaders and celebrities from around the world expressed their 
support for Brussels through social media outlets like twitter, instagram, and more. 

The majority killed in Lahore's attacks were women and child!en, but still the col
ors of Pakistan's flag did not appear across the globe as Brussels' and Paris' did after 
their attacks. 

The US has offered a statement, but not through President Obama, rather the. 
National Security Council,_Even Vladimir Putin, Russia's President spoke up after 
the terror attacks in Brussels, which apparently shows how horrifying the act was. 
However, when scrolling through feeds of wishes to Laliore, the most notable are 
quick messages from world leaders; there is a significant lack in influential pop culture 
figures voicing their support for Pakistan. 

It may seem insignificant that fewer celebrities expressed support and love for the 
victims of Pakistan's bombing than did so for the Brussels attacks, but in reality it · 
makes an impact. It 's arguable that young people are most likely more aware of their 
favorite celebrities' actions than their favorite politician; which shows how much 
influence pop culture icons have and how they contribute to knowledge of terrible 
events such as these attacks, to the public. 

The difference in these responses to two eqmilly horrific events is likely ·due to 
location, ethnicity, and religion. As it is shown-time and time again, many people in 
the West are less inclined to acknowledge and relate to people of different lifestyles, 
especially those as countries as vastly different from the United States and Europe as 
Syria, Afghanistan, and Pakistan are. Even to people in their own countries of dif
ferent skin colors, as shown by the continuous racism and brutality as a result, in the 
United States. 

If these celebrities and icons are not interested in what happens in countries differ
ent than the United States, Belgium and France, like Pakistan for example, then nei
ther will be the yoimg population that looks up to these people. '[hese celebrities were 
in a way chosen for this place in public's eye, so if they aren't interested in something, 
then it's likely that not a lot of the public is either. This illustrates the reality of some 
people's perspectives in the West, that if they aren't relatable to us (of the same skin 
color, wealth, or even religion) then they don't matter. 

This mentality is unfortunately common, as shown by the responses and lackthere
ofto these two attacks. It is completely unfair to compare the two; one isn't worse 
than the other, they were both successfully executed by terrorist organizations. Which 
means that stopping these organizations and their killing of innocent people simply 
due to a diffet:,ence in lifestyle, is vital to a world where all children should be able to 
go to a park without having to be worried about being killed. 

It should come as no surprise that 
nothing is absolutely perfect. There are 
always improvements to be made, even 
in the least flawed of systems. But that 
doesn't stop us from complaining. Even 
when something goes our way, we often 
find some flaw, some aspect we deem 
worthy of criticism, and then tear it 

Owen ServisyGuest Writer apart. That isn't to say that criticism is 
negative in all aspects. In fact, all inven

tions and innovations are the product of criticism. Such is the strife to 
achieve that which is temporarily considered acceptable. While criti
cism is valid, it can be used as an avenue for scapegoatism and for the 
release of anger. 

Countless times I, and likely you the reader, have heard the endless 
raggings by our peers. Heck, you've likely participated in such bash
ings as well. And isn't that sad? We often talk of how awful or broken 
something is, or what a terrible decision somebody has made. Howev
er, in doing so we begin to forget how the object of criticism worked 
out in our favor the other day; the exception that a teacher may have 
made, or the act of bureaucratic Jcindness they performed for us. 

We trash talk an assignment for which the only shortcomings came 
from the amount of effort put out by us, the students, collectively. We 
forget that, like us, others are a collection of failures as well as suc
cesses, of high peaks as well as the occasional rock bottom. Frankly, 
it's easy to complain. In some cases it's even justified. But how con
structive is that? When there is a reliance on the few to act on our 
complaints, the few dwindle in numbers. After all, nobody wants to be 
yakk~d at until they crack. 

When something is actually negative and not used as an excuse t<l 
lash out for having an awful morning or a critical personality, take 
action. Inform the person who acted negatively, or in the case of the 
negative action being committed by a group, inform those above 
them. If the problem is busy-work, which is more often than not the 
case, inform them that busy-work is an ineffective learning model. 
But consider how they might feel, overhearing a cease1ess stream of 
complaints and bashings. 

Consider how you feel when you overhear the same. In terms of 
complaints, there is little difference between myself and you. In fact, 
this article is a criticism of the application of criticism. But at least 
I'm sharing my opinion in a manner which might encourage change. 


