
--

NEWS 3 

Cata-Leave-Us-Alone: Catalonia Pushes for Independence 
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Turmoil in Spain has left many wondering the fate of 
Catalonia, a region that accounts for a fifth of Spain's 
economy and 16 percent of its population. On Oct. 1, a 
controversial referendum was held in Catalonia to determine 
the possibility of independence. Ofthe 43 percent who 
turned out to vote, 90 percent backed independence; though, 
many of the anti-independence voters boycotted the election 
altogether. This isn't the first Catalan attempt to achieve 
independence as a similar vote occurred ill 2014 despite 
being ruled illegal by the constitutional court merely five 
days before the referendum. 

Artur Mas, Catalonia's forme~; president, was the one 
to· lead the vote and was held accountable this year after 
facing legal consequences for his actions. Current President 
Carles Puigdemont claims that Catalonia was forced to 
pursue independence after constant disregard from Spain: 
He said, "When they've asked us what we Catalans want, 
we've given them proposals - all kinds of proposals, but they have all 
- without exception - been rejected or seriously cut back." 

The international community has shown both opposition and 
support to the nation while Spain, not surprisingly, ·displayed strong 
disapproval. This disapproval might extend to legal action as officials 
in the capital, Madrid, discuss the plausibility of invoking Article 15 5 
of Spain's constitution after Spanish Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy 
requested its implementation. 

Article 15 5 states that if an autonomous region "does not fulfill the 
obligations imposed upon it by the constitution or other laws, or acts 
in a way that is seriously prejudicial to the general interest of Spain" 
then it is up to the central government to take control. Without the 
backing of its ruling country, it would prove difficult for Catalonia to 
join the European Union, an association whose membership requires 
unanimous approval. · -

Because of this, independence would mean expulsion from 
the European Union; this would immediately eliminate the right 
to free movement throughout Europe with a Catalan passport. 
Additionally, Catalonia is suffering an immediate backlash 
after several Catalan banks announced their withdrawal of 
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headquarters and offices from the region. ·These questions and 
concerns were expected to be discussed during Carles Puigdemont's 
address to parliament on Oct. 1 0; though, he remained coy about both 
independence and the future of the region. 

In his speech, Puigdemont said that he signed a declaration of 
independence but proposed that its effects be suspended for a few 
weeks to allow for dialogue. Many were confused by the appearance 
and began to speculate that Puigdemont was attempting to satisfy 
several different parties within Parliament. The confusion towards this 
address, however, was best exemplified by Prime Minister Rajoy who 
directly asked the regional government to clarify whether or not it had 
declared independence. As of yet, there has been no official response. 

Though the fate of Catalonia's autonomy and people is still to 
. be determined, the difficulty of the shift remains the contradiction 
between Catalan desire for independence and the inevitable adversity 
that it means for everyone. Whether one outweighs the other is what's 
currently being debated in Catalonia, Spain, and the world. 


