
History oi rlalloween
The origin of Halloween can be traced back to 

the Celts festivals. They celebrated their new year on 
November 1, the beginning of the cold winter, a time of 
year that was associated with death.

On the night of October 31 they celebrated Sam- 
hain, in which it was believed that the ghosts of the dead 
returned to earth. Druids built huge sacred bonfires, 
where the people gathered to burn crops and animals as 
sacrifices to the Celtic deities. During the celebration the 
Celts wore costumes and tried to tell each other’s for
tunes.

The Roman Empire eventually con
quered most of the Celtic territory. This 
Celtic culture was spread through the 
Empire.

Better known as El Dia de los Muertos, is celebrated 
mostly in Mexico on November 1st and 2nd. The days 
are a celebration of life rather than death. It is a time 
in which children dance with caricatures of death, eat 
sugar skull candies and learn to respect that life is brief. 
They learn that there is a circle to life and to not fear 
death.

People set up candlelit altars in their homes so that 
spirits can find their way back home. Then the fami
lies visit the graveyard for a large celebration. Families 
bring a feast to eat while they clean tombstones, sing 
songs, and talk to their ancestors.

Missoula has a parade as the main celebr,► 
The parade is on Higgins Street and starts al 
of Montana and the Zootown Arts Communi 
participants, but everyone is welcome in the

Thursday, November 2, 2017 will be the 2. 
tion. This is a multicultural event that is cek 
arts.

The festival also includes month of events 
Own Obituary Workshop on October 10 at i:J 
ect on October 19 at the University of Monta 
October 19 at the ZACC, and more.


