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Artist ol the Issue 
Stephen Blotzke constantly strives to becorp.e a better artist 

Marly Scolatti 
A&E Editor 

"Thousands ofhours, thousands upon thou
sands ofhours," was senior Stephen Blotz- . 
ke's response when asked how much time he 
has dedicated to the arts. For some people, 
taking part in Hellgate's fine arts program 
its just a class. For Blotzke his whole life 
revolves around his 
dedication to the arts. 

Blotzke has been 
performing for six 
years. He first began 

· with acting and im
mediately fell in love. 
"You gain a certain 
type of energy and joy 
that you can't get from 
anything else but per
forming." He became a 
singer his freshman year when he took choir. 
It provided him with another passion which 
has combined with his love of acting to cre
ate an intense love of musicals. 

Blotzke is currently writing a musical 
that Hellgate students will perform for the 
annual Thespian Convention. There will be 
one performance at Hellgate. The process is 
completely student led; written and directed 
by Blotzke, the piece will also be musically 
directed by senior, Sophia Thompson. 

Blotzke joked that his favorite type of 
performance was a "musical. .. that doesn't 
require dancing." While Blotzke said danc
ing is incredibly difficult he has been prac
ticing dance for a year now with Show Tyme 

Academy for Performing Arts. He is con
stantly working on his tap moves backstage 
at All About Eve rehearsals. 

Blotzke is playing the male lead, Bill 
Sampson, in Hellgate's fall play. He has been 
performing in 
plays at Hellgate 
since his fresh-
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man year, and as a student has an incredible 
amount of performances under his belt. 

Some people may view performing 
only on a surface level basis, but actors like 
Blotzke know the toil and thought process 
that goes into perfecting a performance. 

That's what he loves about it. "You get to get 
out ofyour comfort zone ... No two charac
ters are ever the same ... For me I just grew a 
lot once I got out of my comfort zone." 

"Characters are certain things but the 
actors really make 
them," said Blotzke as 
he began to touch on 
what performing gave 
to him. "It's kind of a 
solace, I get to express 
myself through every 
character I play, I get 
to put a little bit of my
self into every charac
ter I play." 

Blotzke hopes to 
continue on a performance path and 
attend Millikin University in Illinois 
where he will major in musical theatre. 
From then on he will either take the 
route of becoming a professional actor, 
or opening his own theatre company. 

There is no doubt that Blotzke could 
pursue a career in performing: someone 
with this much passion for his craft sim
ply cannot fail. When asked what would 
happen if he could no longer perform he. 

joked, "probably getting better grades." But 
after really thinking about the question posed 
Blotzke responded, "In all seriousness I 
don't think I could be happy, I've met almost 

·.all of my friends through theatre. It's honest
ly just changed my life." 
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