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Sophomore, Tana Campbell, a three time published poet and competitior in 
poetry out loud 

Tana Campbell 

Marly Scolatti 
A&E Editor 

Campbell began writing in eighth 
grade at Hellgate Middle School 
when they began their poetry unit. 
"My teacher there really helped me 
understand and he helped me get 
much better at writing." 

Since Campbell began writing in 
the eighth grade her talent and love 
for it has grown. "It became a way 
to cope with things, life was kind of 
hard." 

Tana Campbell is a sophomore 
here at Hellgate High School, I met 
her in her gym class when I went to 
interview. When I told her she had 
been chosen to be one of the artists 
of the issue for her poem that was· 
published she told me she's actually 
had three articles published. 

When we began the interview 
it was incredibly refreshing to talk 
to her, she was so open about her 
process and what her poems mean to 
her. Her love for what she was doing 
was obvious even through our brief 
conversation. 
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The three poems that Campbell 
wrote were; "Runaway", "Family 
Pictures", and one that she could 
not remember the name of. In the 
competition she has competed in, 
Runaway got third place and the two 
others got an honorable mention. 
Runaway is one of the poems that is 
really dear to Campbell's heart. 

"It [Runaway] was about just 
kind of family dynamics that were 
going on around me at the time." It 
is ~bviously a very personal topic 
and being able to write about these 
intense problems that were affecting 
her at the time, but also being able 
to share them on such a wide scale is 
incredibly brave. 

Campbell begins her process with 
an idea that she has formed through, 
"times that aren't good in my life." 
She works on the poem alone and 
lets it take on a life of its own as 
more ideas come to her and the 
poem grows and grows, "it just sort 
of strings together." It takes about a 
month, "until it makes sense to me 
and I'm ready to share it." 

Campbell would like to continue 
writing poetry as she gets older, she 
is already entering herself in another 
competition. I believe she will go on 
to win many of the competition's she 
enters. Campbell would love to mak_e 
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"It represents 
what someone 
can feel on the 

inside and what 
they ·can show 

on the outside, it 
talks about what 
you are actually 
showing to pea-. 
ple at difficult 
times in your 

life." 
-Tana Campbell 
·an RunAway 
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