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Deep Threes and Hard D: a Tale of He ____ ~ate Basketball 

You can follow Hellgate•s progress t:broUib 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~@~He_n_p_tea __ ~--------~~~ 

Boy's varsity 
While there may never be another Tres Tinkle, the Knights boys varsity team doesn't . 

seem bothered by this. On a team packed with leaders, contributors, and scorers, the 
hard-working Knights have one goal in mind: a state title. For some, it will be their last 
chance to secure a championship before they venture out into the real world. This season 
will be a big one for the Knights, and the players are well aware of their potential. 

Head Coach Jeff Hays is one person who continues to push the athletes. Being a math 
teacher at Hellgate, Hays is able to keep an eye on his players throughout the day. It also 
gives the opportunity for Hays to communicate with his players outside of practice and 
attend to them in a different environment 

This is Hays' eighth season coaching at Hellgate and his tenth overall at the high school 
level. Already, Hays is able to pinpoint some differences between last year's team and this 
year's team. 

"Our overall c;tthleticism and depth is more significant this year," said Hays. "We had 
some good athletes last year, but after the first few of them, it dropped off; this year, we 
have many talented athletes." 

Although many players consider themselves leaders on the team this year, the pressure 
to lead is placed on seniors in particular. This year, the Knights have four players who will 
be playing their last season for Hellgate: Kade Lunday, Jordan Christian, Gage Haron, and 
Ceaton Oliver. 

"To get ready for this season, I've been putting up lots-of shots, working on team chem
istry with the boys, and shoutout to (the trainer) Paul for keeping it real," said Lunday. 
"Hays is expecting me to lead the team this year," 

Haron, another senior, has been playing basketball since third grade and isn't quite 
ready for his career to be over. "It's shocking that this will be my last year of playing bas
ketball, and I'm happy that I can probably finish it on a good note," said Haron. 

No matter the class, every player seems to know their role on the team. Sophomore 
RoBie Worster says his job is to be a "contributor, a passer, and a scorer." The 6-foot-3 
point guard is excited for the upcoming season and has just one message: "I think we'll be· 
competitive this year, so it would be nice to get a lot offans to come out and support." 

Hellgate basketball is notorious for being on the radar of many schools, like in-state 
rivals, Bozeman and Billings Skyview. Some kids just want to be a part of this action. 
Fisher Richardson, a junior, transferred from Loyola this year and is finding it easy to fit 
in with the other athletes. "I feel like I've already got a pretty good bond with everyone so 
far," he said. "I came to Hellgate to win a state championship and challenge myself as a 
competitor." 

From young to old, new player to veteran, it is clear that $e Knights varsity team has 
one thing on their minds: a state title. Every one of these players is .able to recognize their 
potential success and skill, but at the same time, they are aware of the long road they have 

. . ahead of them and the effort they will need to put in to succeed. 

Girt's varsity 
The Hellgate Knights girls varsity team is full of optimism and high 

hopes for the season. A plethora of varsity experience paired with some ris
ing young stars with unlimited potential, this group of girls should be very 
interesting to watch this season. The talent is there, but it's up to the team 
leaders to make sure the team is firing on all cylinders come state tourna
ment time. 

One of those leaders is senior Jada Merseal, who has been balling for 
8 years. "As long as we work hard, we have a pretty good chance." The 
Knights are looking for this type of leadership from all their seniors. 

Stephanie Wozniak has been lifting four times a week, as well as going 
to summer camps and open gyms. Wozniak understands that as a senior, her 
role on the team is to be a leader. She is looking to take full advantage of 
her last season as a Knight, and willing to do anything to secure a state title. 
However this can't be done without a strong supporting cast and several 
rising stars. 

Kylie Lunday is just a junior, but she is full of potential and has varsity 
experience. "I'm always putting in work," she said. This is the type of de
termination the Knights are looking for in their young stars. One could say 
the basketball genes are in the Lunday bloodlines, with two siblings each on 
their respective varsity teams. 

Another strong aspect of the team this year are the newcomers, including 
transfer student Hannah Worden. Worden is exhilarated to become a Knight 
this year. "Everyone has been super nice, and I am very excited to be on the 
team this year." It's safe to say the transfer has been a smooth transition, and 
Worden is fitting in with the team nicely. 

The Knights have also added another weapon to their arsenal in the form 
of senior Sevrine Armstrohg. "I haven't played in two years," she said. "But 
I realized my true passion is basketball and there is nothing that could keep 
me away from the game." This is just the type of motivation the Knights are 
looking for heading into the season. 

Heading into the season, spirits are high and almost nothing can be done 
to keep these girls from achieving their goals. With a surplus of strong lead
ership and help frorp. the talented young team core, these ballers will surely 
be putting on a show this winter . 
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