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NAACP Pushes to Retnove the National Anthem 

Coles Johnson 
Editorial Editor 

The California NAACP is starting a movement to change "The Star-Span
gled Banner" as our national anthem. This is coming on the back of NFL 
protest that are aimed at combating institutional racism in America. They 
have praised former NFL player Colin Kaepernick as a social justice war
rior who started the movement. The NAACP says the song is "one of the 
most racist, pro-slavery, anti-black songs in the American lexicon:' The 
NAACP has yet to find any goverment backing on this movement. They 
are trying to get California legislatures to start voting on this issue soon. 
The group's president has also said that a national anthem is not a necces
ity, "This song is wrong. It should never have been there, and just like we 
didn't have it until1931, it won't kill us if it goes away:' 

This argument while semi-valid is irrelevant. The song itself is not 
racist. Theidea that it must be changed because the author was a slave 
owner is also absurd. This is a dark but real part of Americas history. At 
the time the anthem was written the majority of Americans were slave 
owners, including George Washington and many other prominent mem
hers of government. Should we erase them from from our history books 
as well? So many people were racist during this time. It was undenably 
horrible, but we can not change the past only learn from it and make 
America a better country today. 

We can not sensor our country's history. There are many dark parts of 
our past, slavery being a major one. The anthem in itself is not racist but 
a patriotic ballet that embodies the American spirit and is a huge symbol 
of patriotism. It means alot to many Americans especially our men and 
women of law enforcement and military. If we change the anthem where 
does it stop? At one point are we erasing what makes America unique. As 
Philosopher George Santayana once said, "Those who forget their past 
are doomed to repeat it:' 

The NAACP is referring to the rarely known and not sung third stanza 
of the original poem. The third stanza has been interpreted by some his
torians as celebrating the death of African-American slaves that fought 
for Britain during--the revolutionary war. They have also said it should be 
changed because the author Francis Scott was a racist and a slave owner. 

Construction Obstructing Education 
Tasha Slotnick 
Editor-In-Cheif 

The construction going on at Hellgate is no 
secret, we walk through it to get to classes 
and are constantly reminded of it with the 
increasingly loud noises and multiplying men 
in hard hats. We are physically right smack 
in the middle of it every day, but none of us 
really seem to know the whole story. 

Students around the school are grow-
ing increasingly frustrated. Our classes are 
regularly interrupted by what sounds like a 
train rumbling through the building, and the 
pounding over head often makes it feel like 
the ceiling may cave in above us. No one can 
deny that the construction has added an ele
ment of distraction, but is there anything else 
we sb.ould be worried about? 

Students walking through the halls have 
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noticed construction workers climbing lad
ders above our heads. They are wearing hard 
hats, but we, the ones underneath the work, 
are not. The construction has made the hall
ways into a dangerous obstacle course where 
it can feel like something might fall at any 
moment. But it seems falling objects aren't all 
we should be asking about. 

A while back the upper gym was closed 
off. The doors from the gym onto the third 

- floor were open, and while walking past 
students often got dust blown onto them from 
the constrUction. It was irritatiating but no 
one thought anything of it besides that. May
be a week later we heard the gym had been 
closed to remove asbestos from the ceiling. 

Asbestos can cause some pretty serious 
damage once _out in the open, but never -~as 

this addressed by our administration. I don't 
believe the school would ever purposely 
expose us to asbestos or ·any other danger, 
but at this point I'm not completely sure what 
to think. If it is true that this was happening, 
why was it not adresseed? Do we not have 
the right to know what we are being put in 
the middle of? · 

On top of the stress of school and addi
tional distraction of the noise, we do not 
need to be worrying about our safety while 
at school. It seems to me that the students 
at Hellgate should know what is happening 
while we are here. We are as much a part 
of the construction as anything else, and it 
seems only fair that we are addressed and 
made aware of what is going on. 


