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For the first time, eight out of the 
twelve members of City Council 
are women. Missoula 

of congress, though they represent 
over 50 percent of the American 
population. 

The American people vote for 
who they want representing them, 

but there is a 
City Council has had 
a majority of women 
for the past few years, 
b~t until recently it has 
not been greater than 
seven. 

Gwen Jones is one 
of two representatives 
ofWard Three, of 
which Hellgate High 
School is a part of. She 
is in the middle ofher 

"Get out there, say yes, 
volunteer, and you're 
going to meet people 
which provides a net
work and give you ideas 
and then when you fig
ure--out-what you want 
to do you're going to 
have some options." 

very distinct 
lackofwom
en volun
teering for 
positions of 
leadership in 
government. 
Only 24 per
cent of demo
cratic women 
and 20 percent 
of republican 

first term of four years 
while Heather Harp, 
the other representative of Ward 
Three was just elected this past 
February. 

"Our job is to represent our 
constituents in the local govern
ment," said Jones. "City Council's 
main job is setting policy." Jones 
has worked on projects mainly · 
focusing on the university district 
and tourist homes. 

"Half of our population are 
women, it's not right that so few 
are represented in government," 
she said. Taking initiative and 
being involved in leadership posi
tions is especially important when 
women are so underrepresented in 
not only government but business 

. too. Women comprise 19 pe~cent 

-Gwen Jones 

women have 
ever consid

ered running for office, while 34 
percent of democratic men and 41 

. percent of republican men have, 
according to POLITICO. The 
same report found that in high 
school boys and girls are equally 
likely to want to run for positions 
of leadership; especiaJly in stu
dent government. The gender gap 
appears in college. 

Many girls at Hellgate are in 
leadership positions, for example 
the two student body presidents 

· are girls, Olivia Panarella and 
Gabriela Flores. Both vice pres
idents of the junior and sopho
more classes are girls too, Sophia 
Richter and Maria McEvoy. Many 
other clubs at He~lgate have girls 

at the head: Su Su Oo _is the pres
ident ofNational Honors Society 
and S.A.V.E. 's presidents are Ella 
DeGrandpre and Wren Cilimburg. 

Starting in January or February, 
the next "big issue" that they'll be 
taking up is affordable housing. 
"Missoula is becoming more and 
more unaffordable. Housing prices 
are going higher and higher and 
it's really a market driven prob
lem," said Jones. Though it is mar
ket driven and City Council cannot 
fix it entirely, there are things that 
can be done to "help the situation." 
Jones has worked on projects 
mainly focusing on the university 
district and tourist homes. 

Despite the majority being 
women, Jones doesn't think that 

Jones a special set ofknowledge 
that few of her fellow city council 
members have. She has insight and 
first hand experience with safe-
ty, transportation and the school 
district. Each person has their own 
skillset and area of expertise, as 
well as age range. "We have four 
generations of people [on City 

· Council]," said Jones. The diversi
ty adds to the range of knowledge 
and ability of the council to help 
the community. 

Jones has three kids, two of 
which are currently enrolled at 
Hellgate and a third that graduated 
from Hellgate two years ago. 

City Council functions much 
like the government students learn 
about in government class, though 

any votes or deci
sions would have 
been different had 
there been more 
men on the council. 
"We work with re
ally great guys and 
because we need 

"Half of our popula
tion are women, it's 
not right that so few 
are represented in gov-

while it can take 
years for some
thing to get done 
in federal govern
ment, "it can only 
take months in city ernment." 

-Gwen Jones 

a unanimous deci-
sion, I don't think 
anything would be very different." 

Being a woman and a mother 
have influenced Jones's career 
choices, especially in recent years. 
Being a mom is what originally 
prompted Jones to become in
volved in her community, and 
eventually Missoula City Council. 

Being a mother has offer~d . 

governments," she 
said. This is another 
reason Jones want
ed to get involved, 

she felt like she could actually get 
things done for the community that 
she grew up in. 

Hellgate's construction requires 
work from the city council, for ex
ample the changing of the entrance 
to the school on Gerald street and 
the finances. 


