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A Brief History
The Nutcrackers is a fairytale ballet centered around a family’s Christmas Eve 

celebration. The original story by E.T.A. Hoffmann was adapted by Alexandre 
Dumas Pere and set to music by Tchaikovsky, then choreographed by Marius Peti
pa. The Garden City Ballet has proudly put on the Nutcracker since 1984. They do 
not have a studio company but ask dancers from our community’s studios to par
ticipate in the event. Kitty van der Linde, a local dance teacher, founded the Gar
den City Ballet Company. In 1999 Michele Antonioli, a Missoula ballet teacher 
and faculty member at the University of Montana, brought her own artistic views 
when she took over as Artistic Director. The Garden City Nutcracker has evolved 
over time but has always kept the traditions of family, community and 
holiday spirit.

Casting
When one thinks of the Nutcracker they see the 
ballerinas in glistening tutus, the brightly lit stage 
and the story of the little girl. This is only the end result.
Although the Nutcracker is performed in December, the
preparation begins in September. The story of the Nutcracker starts 
with dancers in their ballet best, hair pulled back and numbers pinned 
to their clothes. The dancers perform short segments of the different 
pieces in the Nutcracker, auditioning from every part. The choreogra
phers watch, take notes and see who would best fit the parts. There is also 
an “outside impartial adjudicator to rank all of the dancers that audition,” 
said Jordan Dehline Burt, a choreographer for the Garden City Nutcrack
er. This adjudicator does not know any of the students and does not live 
in town. They give the choreographers recommendations for who best 
fits certain parts. These recommendations are used for the final casting. 
Choreographers such as Burt also take into consideration “how well they 
dance with each other, how well they dance the role, what parts they 
have been in the past, and what roles will allow for costume changes.” 
For about a week the dancers wait anxiously to see what part they were 
cast. From there the magic begins.
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The Rehearsals
Once the parts are cast, the rehears: 

begin. Depending on what parts a dan< 
and how old they are, the dancers’ reh 
schedules differ. “Our youngest dancei 
for 30-60 minutes each week, while oi 
ists can rehearse all day Saturday and 
every weekend,” said Burt. Rehearsals 
“big time commitment,” said Lorraine 
Before the dancers even start their reh 
choreographers spend time choreograj 
section of the Nutcracker. “The time S] 
choreographer can vary depending on 
and intricacy of the piece,” said Marie 
choreographer for the Snow Scene thi 
The Snow Scene is approximately 10 
long, so Barnett said that she put “mar 
home, in the car, at the studio) putting 
together before the first rehearsal.” T1 
in the snow scene, including Molly G 
Maeve Fahey and Lorraine Gardner, 1 
rehearsing for 12 weeks in a row with 
hour long rehearsals. These long Snov 
Rehearsals are just for one part. “A lot 
don’t realize how much goes into the 1 
We rehearsed for months every weeke 
Gibbons. The Nutcracker is much mor 
hectic week full of performances.


