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The Performance
The moment that audience and the dancers 

remember forever, the performance. Backstage 
there are dancers of all ages frantically putting 
makeup on, pinning their hair back as tightly as 
they can and putting on their first costume. They 
wait anxiously for their moment in the heat of the 
stage lights with the eyes of family and friends 
searching for them from the audience. Once they 
are on stage, they are no longer a dancer from 
Montana, they are a soldier, a snowflake or a 
Rose queen. They dance, they play the part and 
then run off stage back into the real world. The 
audience never gets pulled out of that magical 
illusion, they only see that mystical story. Maeve 
Fahey described the Nutcracker as “a reflection 
of the Missoula Community.” The dancers are 
supported and encouraged by their peers, the 
staff and the community. “It is a very supportive, 
family-like atmosphere and the excitement just 
builds and builds until show time. Often kids 
are crying on the last night because they are sad 
that the whole season is over,” said Caroline 
Kurz ,Administrative Director for the Nutcrack
er. Dancers bond through the the stress of long 
rehearsal, anxiety of dancing in front of so many 
people and the preparation. Backstage before a 
show one could see older dancers helping with

makeup and hair for the younger ones. There are 
always just a few people that are good at putting 
on flake eyelashes and everyone flocks to them 
for help. Gifts are always floating around to show 
gratitude and the spirit of the season. “Everyone 
is a big family,” said Gardner. This is figurative 
but also somewhat literal. Usually many siblings 
of a family will all participate. “My sister got 
me into the Nutcracker,” said Nina Erving. Lia 
Erving a Hellgate alumni, had done the Nut
cracker for many years. Gibbons and her large 
family participate as well. Out of six kids, half 
of them dance in the Nutcracker. The Missoula 
Nutcracker is an experience that only our tight- 
knit community could pull off. It is an incredible 
experience for the children of Missoula and a 
magical way to enhance the holiday season.
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Nutcracker for 15 years. I serv 
on the Board of Directors for

several years, then moved into a 
part-time paid position in 20 E

Marie Barnett
Choreographer 

“This will be my 4th year 
graphing a segment of The 
cracker with Garden City Bal 

in Missoula.

Jordan Dehl
Choree 

“I have beer 
the Garden 
years and pe 
cracker wher

six and was 
a Gringersnap. 
This year I am 

the Nightingale, 
a Flower Demi 

Soloist and in Snow 
Core. I was Snow 
Queen last year, 

but I like being in 
Snow Core my last 
year because I get 
to be with all my 

friends.” Lorraine Gardner 
Senior

“I was cast as 
a Gingersnap 
my first year,

I was six. This 
year I am the 
Tea Soloist, a 
Flower Demi 
Soloist with 
Maeve and 
in the Snow 

Core.”


