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Academy of New Brighton, New York. It  aims incidental
ly to be a college preparatory school and prim arily to be a 
life preparatory school. It gives the girl a real vital ac
quaintance with the world, not a misty school room know
ledge. She learns real things, not merely te x t  books. The 
school wakes her up, so she does live. It  does not simply 
make her work, it makes her want to work. The following 
are some of the methods used in this school. They approach 
geography in the common sense way that any of us would 
approach it. If  we want to go to Japan, California, or A f 
rica, what route shall we choose and what shall we see when 
we arrive there? They gain information from Baedeckers, 
books of travel, tim e tables, and letters from pupils in 
other towns. Geography is made alive and the pupils 
even talk geography outside of the school. A r ith m etic  
is taught as a means rather than an end. They figure the 
expense of their imaginary trips, play store-keeping, and 
in various other ways make arithm etic a real thing, not just 
an opportunity for manipulating figures. Letter writing is 
not a boresome drudgery to them. Th ey  write letters to 
real people and receive answers to them. In a similar man
ner, are the other studies conducted, and the pupils are 
willing to work hard when they have an object in view. 
One particularly praiseworthy feature of this school and one 
that relates to our subject of practical education for girls 
is the organization of the Camp Fire Girls of America. B e 
side giving abundant opportunity for outdoor recreation and 
physical and mental recuperation, this organization also 
gives badges of honor to those who learn to c o o k , to do sim 
ple mending, and are able to keep a house in order. Thus 
do the girls acquire womanliness and self reliance, and are 
better fitted for the examinations which once were the end 
and aim of education. But, alas, this school is an excep
tion. Would that more schools would adopt a similar creed !

The last diversion of the elementary school, the gram 
mar grades, will now receive our attention. Here the girl, 
about to enter the realm of young womanhood, should be 
trained to look beyond her own personal needs. She ought 
to have a great variety  of problems in her mind that will


