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carry her toward the higher forms of knowledge. I f  this is 
not done, elem entary education is all she is l ik e ly  to seek 
or be w illin g to take  on. She will enter some practical 
walk in life  and give up all effort at intellectual insight 
into her environment. To gain this broadening of interests, 
the study of current events and problems of the day has 
been introduced into the upper grades. The regular stud
ies are conducted on a more practical basis (a m ovem ent to
ward the Staten Island A cad em y creed) and household arts 
are being introduced. B u t  one evil still  remains very 
prominent in the m ajority of the grammar grade depart
ments. This is the aim ing of all work toward gaining an 
eighth grade diploma, and especially the cramming process 
that takes place before the final examination. The sooner this 
final test is done away with, the sooner will the grammar 
grade work acquire maximum efficiency for the “ whole 
boy”  and the “ whole g ir l .”  •

Making a survey of the whole elem entary school svstem 
as it applies to the education of the girl, we find both good 
and bad points, but a slow, steady advance, no back sliding. 
There is an increasing tendency toward m aking the common 
studies live, educating the physical as well as mental girl, 
and opening to her vista some of the great common prob
lems of humanity. What the school needs, in the words of 
a prominent evangelist, is to “ keep on keeping on .”  More 
intensity  is needed in some branches and greater scope in 
others. Both greater scope and intensity  are needed in the 
study of household arts. A  large percentage of girls never 
go beyond the common school; many not bQyond the inter
mediate grades. I f  one could know the gross ignorance of 
women in our poorer districts regarding the cooking of the 
commonest articles of food, and regarding the care of ch ild
ren, and the hygiene of the home, he would not question 
why this subject should be taught. A lm ost all these wom
en have been to school at some tim e and w hat has the school 
done for them?

Then does the school educate the spiritual girl? Not 
enough, or in the right way. Social workers, noting the 
continuous strife, ill humor, and often degradation among


