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never come to th a t  stage in the career of mankind when 
every one will live life in the  fullest sense. If we did there 
would he nothing left for human beings to struggle for. 
As it is, the all absorbing aim of every woman in the world 
should be to reach the ideal condition herself and to help 
all she comes in contact with to do likewise. The school 
must set up this ideal and help her to reach it, i. e., it must 
educate the  woman practically In the remainder of this 
paper I shall make a summary of what has been done in he 
elementary schools of our country for the practical educa
tion of girls and endeavor to show how and why what has 
been done is quite  insufficient for the  obtaining of the  ideal 
as set forth in the  above definition.

In the public school system, the primary departm ent 
will be the first unit for consideration. Here the child, 
the l i t tle  girl, is ignorant of her own personal needs, in the 
future. She does not assert them and is generally passive. 
The problems the teacher puts before ber she will take, 
and, in general, try to do what society demands of her. 
Sigmund Freud affirms th a t  the bent of a child’s character 
is w holly determined by the experience th a t  comes to her 
during the first four or five years of her life. Accepting 
th a t  theory or not, numerous studies of child-life do 
show7 th a t  lasting impressions are formed very early and 
therefore, the  problem of primary instruction is a momen
tous one.

Of course, the home is the  natural hab ita t  for the 
child until she reaches school age; it  is the soil in which 
she growrs. But social workers have found only too well 
that many a lit tle  one has a home utterly  devoid of any 
spiritual light or even common courtesy, a place of de
pravity and sordid poverty. All her life she may spend 
on the street until she enters school. The only pure ray 
tha t  can fall on this neglected l i t tle  one has to come dur
ing the few7 hours she spends in the school room. Cannot 
the school do something for such as her to give her the 
training th a t  home gives a child of happier circum
stances?

I t  has done much and the modern schools seem veri-


