
12 THE MONMAL.

mooring. As the canoe shot round the bend in the river, John 
looked back and saw the dim outline of Mortimer, who was still 
standing where he had left him several minutes before.

All that day John rowed steadily except for an hour at noon 
when he stopped to shoot and cook some game. He prepared 
enough game to last throughout the journey; for by evening he 
would be in hostile Indian country, and it would be impossible 
to secure more.

Late that afternoon just before leaving the territory of his 
Indian friends, John set up the dummy and placed the oars in 
such a manner that they appeared to be in the dummy’s hands. 
He then lay down in the bottom of the canoe and covered him
self with furs, letting the canoe drift with the current. About 
sunset some Indians sighted the canoe and fired at the dummy. 
The object held its upright position, and after they had shot at 
it several times their superstition was aroused, and they declared 
it to be an evil spirit.

When darkness had fallen, John stealthily headed his canoe 
into the bank, and under cover of the under brush he spent his 
first night on the water. Since it was impossible for him to build 
a fire because of the Indians, he ate a frugal meal in the darkness 
and then curled up in the bottom of the boat to spend the night. 
At the first streak of dawn he ate a cold breakfast, replaced the 
dummy on the bench, and resumed his position in the bottom of 
the canoe.

News of the coming of the “ evil spirit” spread down the river 
before him. A few of the bravest warriors gathered to see him 
pass but upon his approach fled.

In this way John spent day after day upon the river, while 
the river constantly grew larger and larger. At times he would be 
forced to wait until darkness had fallen to carry his canoe around 
falls, rapids, and whirlpools.

At length he lost count of the number of monotonous days 
of the journey, but after seeming ages he came in sight of settle
ments. Here he discarded the useful dummy and again took the 
oars. Two days more brought him to St. Louis. When he told 
his story, his listeners were incredulous. Nevertheless, a group 4 
of men immediately prepared for the return trip, and the morn
ing after John’s arrival the party set out.


