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Normal College 
Commencement 
Is Held Friday

Ralph Micken of Montana
School of Mines Delivers
Graduation Address

Commencement week closed F ri
day with pleasing and hopeful mes
sage to the graduates from Mr. Ralph 
Micken of Montana School of Mines. 
“So You Won’t Make a Million!” the 
speaker’s theme, enforced the idea 
that the satisfactions of teaching 
service go far toward compensating 
for modest financial rewards. The 
teacher lives the good life, brings 
light and freedom into young out
looks, and builds hopes of tom or
row. Millionaires have always been 
ra re  birds and they will probably 
be scarcer indeed in the unpredic
table future.

Commencement exercises of the 
day included invocation and bene
diction by Rev. Lewis Smith of the 
St. Jam es Episcopal Church, special 
music by Jane Millikin and a wo
m en’s trio composed of M argaret 
Dimmick, Alice Davis, and Betty 
Newlon, processional and recessional 
by Ralph McFadden. Diplomas and 
degrees were presented by President 
Sheldon E. Davis. Diplomas were 
awarded to: Virginia M. Beel, Butte; 
Elizabeth Marie Bennett, Garrison; 
M argaret Amelia Dimmick, Missou
la; Anna Fries, M artinsdale; Evelyn 
Maude Gregg, Dillon; Lois Eileen 
Grimes, Dillon; Florence Elsie La- 
Casse, Missoula; Vera Joan Nelson, 
Butte; Elizabeth Jane Newlon, Deer 
Lodge; Catherine H elterline Pem 
berton, Plains; Bernice Jensen Sar
gent, Dillon; B arbara Pearl Scott, 
Fort Benton; Jeanette  S p a  b e r g  
Brown, Poison; Dale Marie Thomp
son, Lewistown; Ethel Marie Trask, 
Deer Lodge.

The degree Bachelor of Education 
was conferred upon Ethna Jane Mil
likin, G reat Falls; Bernice Jensen 
Sargent, Dillon; Jeanette  Spaberg 
Brown, Poison.

The small size of the spring “w ar” 
graduating group 16 may be com
pared with sim ilar classes of other 
years. The first three classes 1898, 
1899, 1900- numbered respectively 3, 
3, and 7. The largest spring groups 
1927, 1928, and 1929 numbered 101, 
110, and 98. The greatest num ber 
graduated during any entire year 
was 242 in 1926-1927. Since all of 
these larger classes found positions, 
it may be reasonably estimated that 
the 1944 graduate will have oppor
tunity  to choose among a dozen jobs.

Baccalaureate service o p e n e d  
commencement week with an ad
dress “What Is Liberty For?” by 
President Davis; invocation and 
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New Department 
Normal College 
Is Successful

The Department for Exceptional 
Children was new to the Montana 
State Normal College this year. Be
ginning with seven very shy young
sters, the enrollm ent has increased 
to a total of nineteen, fourteen of 
whom live in the Residence Halls.

At first there was a great feeling 
of shyness between the group living 
in the dorm itory and the college 
girls. Living in a dormitory away 
from one’s parents and one’s friends 
was just as frightening to the child
ren as it is to the average freshman. 
Since most of us have gone through 
this feeling of bewilderment, we 
were able to sympathize with them 
and this soon became a bond of 
friendship between them and us.

Many of the college girls, to earn 
spending money or credits and valu
able experience, spent part of their 
time in this departm ent. Ruth Smith 
and Betty Gibbs ate with the child
ren, helping Mrs. Clark Anderson, 
the matron, by instructing the child- 
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You Know How,
Don’t You?

To be able to practice teach in the 
Prim ary Building in Dillon is cer
tainly a privilege as well as a last
ing experience.

Early every morning you see stu- [ 
dents taking a refreshing walk to : 
the Training School. At 8:15 a 
methods class begins. Here students 
are taught how to transfer their) 
knowledge to the little children, j 
You, no doubt, will say, “I know 
everything to teach a first grader.” 
Certainly you know how to tell 
time, but can you teach this to a 
child? The child will know nothing 
about minutes and hours and can
not tell the difference between the 
hands until you explain.

Of course, you cannot learn all in 
methods; you also need to have 
practice in applying your methods 
to see how they work. You, a be
ginner, are given a chance to teach 
little children. You are guided and 
if you need help your teacher is 
ready with an encouraging solution.

You not only learn how to teach
(C ontinued on page 3)

Commencement 
Dinner Served 
At Guild Hall

The Guild Hall was the locus of 
a high light fed-session of students 
and faculty Thursday evening of 
commencement week. The dinner 
served by the Alma Matrons was 
bountiful and excellent; there were 
no after dinner speeches, and the 
Gargoyle play by George Kelly, 
“Poor Aubrey,” directed by Miss 
Myrtle Savidge was full of scintil
lating humor throughout its one act 
length. The student actors were 
Clarence Brammer of Martinsdale, 
Juanita H unter of Butte, Jeanette 
Spaberg Brown of Poison and Betty 
Benson of Harbor, Oregon.

This last day before graduation 
closed with the College Sing and 
Candle Light Procession on the 
campus.

Gargoyles 
Continue Active

Though the war has “rationed the 
membership and the activities of the 
Gargoyle Club this year, the group 
has nevertheless engaged in a con
siderable amount of dram atic ac
tivity.

Shortly after the opening of the 
school year the Club produced a 
reading performance of a three-act 
play for the Beaverhead County 
Federation of Women’s Clubs. Those 
appearing in that performance were 
Kathleen Tschache, as the leading 
woman, Clarence Brammer, Jean
ette Spaberg Brown, Betty Bennett, 
and Alice Davis.

Louise Roush, Anne Marie Foley, 
Anna Fries, and Juanita Hunter 
were the first group of initiates. 
L ater Betty Benson and Melvina 
Hurst entered the Club.

As their contribution to the pro
gram for the Christmas party held in 
the Residence Halls, the Gargoyles 
produced a play, “Enterprising Os
wald” which was a comedy origin
ally w ritten for the stage but revis
ed by Miss Savidge to be used as a 
radio play. This performance was 
produced over the public address 
system belonging to the Gargoyle 
Club. Gargoyle members partici
pating were Anne Marie Foley, 
Clarence Brammer, Jeanette  Brown.

Immediately after Christmas the 
Gargoyles attended a performance 
in Butte of ‘T he Corn is Green” 
starring  Ethel Barrymore. Later 
the Club had an open meeting at 
which Dorothy Anne Davis, a for
m er m em ber of the organization, 
talked about her radio work with 
the Columbia Broadcasting System 
in New York City. “Mrs. Pat and
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