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only by the higher, or liberal education. Such education, 
therefore, is good for the mind, even if it serve no ulterior 
purpose, just as health is good for the body, even if it does 
nothing else. As health makes the body beautiful, so does 
liberal education make the mind beautiful, and the beautiful 
is the spice and the glory and the splendor of life. I t  exalts 
and ennobles and fills with joy the possessor and the be
holder. Intellectual culture, then, or liberal education, is an 
end in itself. I t  is worth having for its own sake.

To the further question, what good does a liberal edu
cation do? Of what use is it for man’s life in the world? I 
could answer by asking, of what use is a healthy body? Just 
as you will tell me that a healthy body enables a man to do 
well all the things the body can do, so I tell you a liberally 
educated mind enables a man to do well all the things the 
mind can do. If you point out to me the wonderful mental 
accomplishments of men of little or no education, I can single 
out the marvelous physical feats of men of meager bodily 
strength. And just as you will admit that these could do 
such things more easily or could do things still more wonder
ful, if endowed with greater strength of body, so you must 
concede that, with the added power of education, those could 
accomplish, if not greater things, at least could accomplish 
the ordinary things with greater delight and ease.

Yes, mind is power, as  body is power, but the liberally 
educated mind is the greatest natural power in the world. 
Compare it in the various activities of life with the mind 
which has received only the instruction that directly fits it for 
its work.

I t  is true, the boy who has barely finished the grammar 
grades may be fitted in a year or two, at a commercial school, 
for a position as accountant. Moreover, the college graduate 
who enters the business world may, a t the beginning, be placed 
on a par with his more youthful and less educated neighbor. 
But a multitude of witnesses will rise to tell you that the 
young man who enters the counting house at twenty-one with 
an education which has for its direct purpose merely to open, 
to invigorate, to strengthen the mind, will, if diligent and 
devoted, outstrip in business capacity at the age of twenty-


