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shops as an apprentice, the young m an who has not received 

a collegiate, or at least, a high school training. I hope the day 

is not far d istant w hen all the schools of law and medicine 

in the U nited S tates will agree to  receive only graduates of 

a collegiate course.

F arm ers, form erly, had little patience w ith the college 

man who w ould presum e to in stru ct them  in agriculture. I t  

w as th eir boast th a t actual experience on the farm  was w orth 

m ore th an  all the book know ledge in the w orld. Now, they 

are regular atten d an ts a t F arm ers’ In stitu tes, conducted under 

the direction of agricultural colleges, by professors w hose re

m ote preparation for their positions has been, in m ost in

stances, purely  collegiate. M ore, th ey  are sending th eir sons 

to college in g reat num bers, the b e tte r to  prepare them  for 

the life of a farm er in A m erica in the tw entieth  century, and 

instead of sending them  late in the fall and tak in g  them  out 

early in the spring, as they used to do during  the tw o or three 

years they gave them  a t college, they are insisting  on a 

regular attendance du rin g  a m uch longer period. T hey realize 

th a t it is only the trained m ind th a t can detect the scientific 

side of farm ing and by scientific experim ent contribute to  its 

advancem ent. Besides, the cultured college m an is, now a

days, really a ttracted  to farm ing, for the reason th a t he can, 

w ith the m any labor-saving devices available, do the work 

of the farm er w ith g reater satisfaction th an  could the illiterate 

of a form er day. M oreover, his education provides him  w ith 

the m eans of m aking his long w inter evenings both pleasant 

and profitable. T he liberal education of the college m an is 

an O pen Sesame for him to  the K ing’s T reasures, hidden away 

in the w orld’s best literature. L iberal culture is a panacea for 

ills, the arm or of the soul in the struggle of life. Indeed, 

farm ers now adays are alive to the fact th a t m ental culture 

sw eetens the cup of toil and counteracts the debasing ten d 

encies of m aterial occupations, and th at, if th eir sons are to 

be kept on the farm  and spared the pitfalls of city life, there 

m ust be m ore general culture.

N ot to speak of the w ard politician and his p artn er in 

the state  legislature, now happily passing aw ay,— who have 

been our presidents, the governors of our states, our senators,


