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and our representatives in the national congress? As a body 
they have been college men, large numbers of them having 
been taken from the learned professions. In fact, I may say 
a liberal education is regarded by the American people gen
erally as an essential qualification in candidates for such 
offices. Even the college professor, or president, is beginning 
to be looked upon as being capable of combining high intel
lectual attainments with the practical wisdom needed in a 
chief executive.

As for the priesthood and the religious life, the laws and 
customs of the church from time immemorial have made a 
liberal education a necessary preparation for the study of the 
sacred sciences. This it was, in the days when the church 
was lifting Europe from barbarism and creating Christian civ
ilization, that enabled the clergy and the religious orders to 
keep the torch of science burning, to preserve the Scriptures 
and classics, to rescue from oblivion the philosophy of Plato 
and Aristotle and make it serve the cause of revealed truth, 
to develop the sciences of law and medicine, to create Christian 
architecture and the Christian art of painting and sculpture, 
poetry and music, to teach Europe the science and art of 
agriculture, to lay down the principles of good government 
and direct the affairs of State. The establishment of the 
cathedral schools and their development into monastic schools 
and then into the great universities of the thirteenth century, 
is both the cause and the effect of the liberal education of 
the clergy and of the wonderful things which that education 
inspired and accomplished. And even today where the priest 
is given the sceptre of leadership in the things that make for 
the moral and material betterment of his community, this is 
due, in no small measure, to the power of his superior 
education.

In our modern world the laity are called upon to take an 
active part in dispensing the blessings of civilization. If you 
would prepare yourselves to perform your task with credit 
to yourselves and with profit to all, you must imbibe that 
broad and liberalizing spirit of intellectual culture which in 
former times made the action of the clergy so beneficent. 
And I may say in passing that if heretofore American Catholic


