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said that a man could teach and practice law or medicine w ith
out having fitted himself by previous study and training.

No, as a man can prepare himself for intellectual leader
ship only by receiving a higher education, so can he prepare 
himself for Catholic leadership only by receiving a Catholic 
higher education. Never in the history of the world has the 
lay apostolate had so glorious an opportunity as it has today 
in America, but it is our Catholic institutions of higher learn
ing alone that can furnish w orthy leaders for that apostolate.

It is her Catholic colleges especially that have given to 
the church that intellectual and moral power which has made 
her a positive force in the solution of the world’s problems. 
These it is that have made possible our primary and gram 
mar schools. The stream of learning follows the laws of 
gravitation. It flows invariably from the heights of the col
lege to the intermediate terrace of the high school, and thence 
to the lowlands of the grades. “As the sun gilds the mountain 
tops before his light floods the plains,” so the lower education 
presupposes the higher. I t  is with knowledge as it is with 
goodness. W e cannot have the good and the better without 
the best. There m ust be a standard of perfection, or else 
there will be no means of m easuring its varying degrees. God 
is the only ultimate source of knowledge and virtue, but he 
has made the great mountain peaks of hum anity the reser
voirs whence He distributes knowledge and virtue to those 
who walk in the valleys of life. These mountain peaks are 
our higher institutions of learning, with their great teachers, 
who, loving knowledge for itself, have become its fountain 
heads, and who, walking upon the upward path of the evan
gelical counsels, teach you to tread more securely the lower 
way of the Commandments.

Students of M ount St. Charles, exceptional opportunities 
are awaiting you here in your Alma Mater. To their enjoy
ment you are welcome; and, because of your large numbers, 
you are doubly welcome.


