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form of life, should play an important part in the organization 
of every general plan of education.

But athletics promotes not only vegetative, but also sensi
tive life. Not alone is it desired that the bones grow and the 
muscles be strengthened, but it is also to be wished that the 
muscles be brought into complete subserviency to the will. 
Physical power is not sufficient; dexterity is also demanded 
in him who would give a good account of himself in the 
struggle that is constantly going on for the elimination of the 
unfit and the survival of the fittest. Athletic games, more 
than anything else under the sun, train one up to the habit 
of responding quickly and surely to one’s sensations. On 
diamond, gridiron and court, the eye sees base, goal or basket, 
and the arm in power and skill is made to respond. Thus is 
sensitive life effectively developed by athletics. Need we 
wonder then that the great universities and thriving colleges 
of our country go to enormous expense in the building of 
gymnasiums and the maintenance of athletic teams. All that 
expenditure is wisely, even profitably incurred, for it con
tributes to a sturdier and more dexterous humanity upon 
whom the higher graces of life will rest with elegance and 
splendor.

Sensitive life is trained not only by athletic games but 
also by every desirable form of social contact. As social con
tact is greater in a boarding college than in a day school, it 
follows that the pension excells its day school rival in training 
the young to adjust themselves to their environment.

As it is rational life that differentiates man from the rest 
of the visible creation, so it is the development of this third 
form of life, the rational, that is the purpose of that most con
spicuous evidence of education, the American public schools, 
extending throughout our cities and reaching into distant 
village, hamlet and lonely country roadside. Fortunately, in 
this enlightened land of ours, not even the most penurious 
municipal government, begrudges its full quota of tax for the 
maintenance of an elaborate school system. All agree that 
our self preservation, as a free people, is dependent upon the 
education, the enlightenment of the masses. Therefore, we 
have our eight grades ending with graduation from grammar


