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became man. “ I am come” said He, “ that you may have life 
and have it more abundantly.”

The promotion of this fourth and highest kind of life is 
the characteristic aim of the Catholic school and the Catholic 
College. Just as the kindergarten, the gymnasium, the entire 
admirable system of American public schools have for aim 
to develop the three lower forms of life, the vegetative, the 
sensitive, the rational, so the Catholic school and College have 
for their object to do all that equally well, and fully as thor
oughly, and then, in addition, the distinctive, peculiar aim of 
our Catholic education is to promote the fourth and highest 
kind of life, the supernatural. Catholic education instills a 
knowledge of the Creator into the minds of the young at the 
earliest dawn of reason. That knowledge is broadened with 
the succeeding years. The Decalogue, with all its ramifica
tions, is taught. Emphasis is placed upon the supernatural 
and upon an eternal sanction to God’s law and the Church’s 
precepts. In fine, Catholic education prepares the young for 
a proper appreciation of the sacraments of Christ and for a 
worthy use of those channels of grace by which the super
natural life is produced, maintained and increased. The sacra
ments, with prayer, are effectual means of securing that special 
assistance of God that enables man not only to believe firmly 
all that has been revealed, but to fulfill faithfully all the obli
gations imposed by the law engraven on each human heart, 
promulgated through Moses, confirmed and supplemented by 
the Godman in His beautiful Sermon on the Mount.

The student in a Catholic school or college has an im 
measurable advantage over his brother or sister in any other 
kind of school. W e all prize life. Now there is more life 
promoted in the Catholic school than in any other. The non- 
Catholic school does not concern itself with the supernatural, 
the highest kind of life; the Catholic school does, and, besides, 
promotes all the activities of its non-Catholic competitors. 
The student in the Catholic school is consequently developing 
and enjoying four kinds of life whilst his young neighbor of 
the other school is reduced to a three-fourths ration. More
over, as the supernatural is above comparison with the natural, 
the advantage is incomparably greater than four to three.
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