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A COME-BACK STORY.
HEY were brothers, but the only likeness between 
them was the surname they both bore. They 
were Richard and Francis Ransome.

Richard, the older, was a fine, large, young 
fellow, a man’s man in every sense of the word. 
He had a steady, gray eye, which looked you 

squarely in the face without faltering or quivering.
Francis, the younger of the two, was the direct antithesis 

of his brother in every respect. He was not nearly so large, 
though fully as well developed. Francis was as innocent of 
muscle as a billiard ball is of hair. He never went in for 
athletics. His source of pleasure lay in being a member of 
the crowd at the college, who sought their enjoyment in good 
shows, late suppers and such things.

Although Richard had been sorely disappointed in his 
brother, he might have been content to let him go his way, if 
it had not been for an incident that occurred in the Senior 
year of both. At the time when Richard was elected captain 
of his football eleven, Francis was chosen treasurer of a so
ciety among the students, whose members were regarded with 
disfavor by the dean and faculty of Clair.

This would not have affected either brother, had it not 
been for the growing profligacy of Francis, and for the stern
ness of the father of both young men. A good Catholic him
self, Caleb R. Ransome was not inclined to be indulgent in 
what concerned the welfare of his sons. On hearing of the 
wide swath his younger son was cutting, he first halved, and 
then quartered Francis’ allowance, and wrote him a terse 
note to the effect that, if he did not speedily mend his pace, 
he could look to himself for his future spending money. But 
Francis, instead of heeding this paternal advice, kept on in 
the uneven tenor of his ways. The result of his recklessness 
was, that he found himself deeply immersed in debt, with no 
visible means of extricating himself. As such friends gen
erally do, Francis’ cronies soon discovered that he was not 
as opulent as he had been, and began to seek excuses to get 
away from his company. Then, in an evil moment, he was


