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he overcame in accomplishing the good with which he is so 
justly credited. History repeats itself, is a saying not with
out some grain of truth. Indeed, the history of the age of 
St. Charles finds a parallel and counterpart in no less a book 
than the Holy Bible itself. On the pages of one of the his
torical books of the Old Testament, we read of a situation 
among the Jewish people, not unlike that of Christendom dur
ing the lifetime of St. Charles Borromeo. The ruler of the 
Hebrews, portrayed in the Second Book of Kings, was, as 
the Holy Spirit Himself informs us, a man according to God’s 
own heart. Says the Godman, “ Learn of Me to be meek and 
humble of heart” ; sings the Psalmist, “ O Lord, remember 
David and all his meekness.” The achievements of David are 
known to you all. He it was of whom the Lord declared: 
“Thou shalt be prince over Israel; thou shalt feed my people 
Israel.” Neither night nor day did David seek repose till 
peace and order prevailed throughout the territory of the 
Twelve Tribes, from Dan to Beersheba, from the desert to the 
sea. Moab, Ammon and the haughty Philistine bowed suc
cessively in humble submission to the prowess of the inde
fatigable King David; and he went on prospering and grow
ing up and the Lord God of hosts was with him.

Lo and behold, when all was sunshine in the kingdom of 
Israel, when prosperity blessed the land, and God’s law was 
held in reverence under the wise government of a God-fearing 
king, there came of a sudden, like lightning flash from a clear 
sky, a most infamous revolt. A son of the king’s own bosom, 
with blackest ingratitude toward a fond father, dared to raise 
the standard of rebellion in the holy place; and so deceitfully 
did he mislead the people, that it could be reported to the 
grieved and aged king: “ All Israel, with their whole heart,
followeth Absalom.” Then came the sad spectacle of King 
David fleeing from his palace and his capital to escape the 
sinful anger and unlawful ambition of his ungrateful son, 
Absalom.

David, who in the days of his youth had overcome and 
laid low the giant Goliath, who had repeatedly delivered his 
people out of the hands of their enemies and saved them from 
the ferocity of the Philistines, that same David now flies be-


